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preſidency 'of Madras. 
tber being a native of Ir 
be neceſſary for me to relate her 
comprehends 
owt; for, until her death, I 
always acted 
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many things in the courſe of this F 
T narrative, which to an European : 1 
may appear ſtrange. The moſt 

ſtriking features in the character 
of the Hindoos are their ſuper- 

ſition, and veneration for the in- 
ſtitutions and tenets of their fore - 
fathers. The dominion of reli- 
gion extends to a thouſand particu- 
lars, which in other countries are 
governed either by civil laws, or 
cuſtom and faſhion. Food, dreſs, 
- marriage, the common intercourſes 
ef life.— The Gentoo laws for- 
bid any marriage with an Euro- 
pean. The Hindoo ladies are con- 
fined in the zenana or haram, 2 
quarter or wing of the houfe ap- 
pPropriated for them, , to the total 

- . excluſion of every male, their own 

. neareſt relations alone excepted. 


My mother, although of a ſupe- 
3 Gs los 


* <7 
2. A 
It 


— 


FATAL rolls. 3 


rior caſte, yielded to the power of a 
deity, whom conquerors and heroes 
find it impoſſible to reſiſt ; and by 
ſo doing rendered the ramginder of 
her days a fcene of miſery. I will 
endeavour to give you her ſtory; as 
I have often heard Berkel with 
tears relate a, 
It Happened on a beautiful even- 
ing about nineteen years ago, as ſhe 
was taking the air at a window of 
| a. palace belonging to her father, 
who was a native Prince of that 
country, that ſhe ſaw a young gen- 
tleman who was formed by the moſſ 
perfect ſymmetry, and whoſe coun- 
tenance wore the moſt pleaſing 
alpect, paſſing very near the 
walls of the garden, which almoſt 
touched that of the houſe: He 
looked up, and perceiving her, 
| 1 loppeds 
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mopped; which ſhe no ſooner ſaw, 
than, according to the cuſtom of 
Her country, ſhe withdrew herſelf, 
She'told 5 me, that at that moment 
the emotions which ſeized her were 
10 Violent, that the returned in- 
voluntarily to the window the had 
juſt quitted. The youth was till 
fanding with his eyes fixed om it; 
and, on again ſeeing her, he ex- 
preſſed marks of joy by dumb ſigns. 
On the entrance of ſome atten- 
dants, ſhe Was obliged to leave the 
windows but her mind, dur ing the 
remaining part of the day, was oc- 
cupied in thinking on the ſtranger, 
| often wiſhing he had been of her 
tountry and religion, and wonder- 
Ing who and what he was. She de- 
ed to obſerve, the next day, 


on he would * that Way . 
She 
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# cle did fo, and at the fame hour 
he again preſented himſelf, maka 
ing more ſigns, {ome of Which the, 
underſtood to mean regard to her- 
ſelf. She durſt not indulge tac 
long In the contemplation. of this 
| agreeable icene, fearing. leſt any 
one belonging to the houſe ſhould 
obſerve them. The amuſements- 
that uſed to delight, no longer had 
the power to pleaſe, and ſhe ſought 
tor the molt ſolitary TINGS that the 
gardens afforded, ag g refug e from- 
her relations, and alſo Fac her 
own uneaſy thoughts. But alas ! 
theſe afforded not relief; and a. re 
turn to the window, where ſhe fir ſt 
imbibed the poiſon of love, was the 
only object on which, ſhe: reflecte 
with pleaſure. Each ſucceeding 
morn the youth preſented himſelf; 
B 3 and 
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and gave freſh tokens of his attach · 
ment. At one of theſe ſilent meet · 
ings, where the eyes alone ſpoke a 
language which each could inter. 
pret, the youth held up a paper, 
written in large Perſian characters, 
| —< Contriveto let a ſtring” down at 
ehe from the window over the 
wall. She did as deſired, and 
drew up a billet expreſſive of the 
moſt tender ſentiments, entreating 
that ſhe would flee from that dread- 
ful priſon, and confide in him; and 
2 aſſuring her, that his whole life 
mould be ſpent in endeavouring to 

; compenſate for the ſacrifice ſhe 
mult make in uniting. herſelf to 
him. This idea was new to her; 
for though ſhe perceived a growing 
affection for the youth, yet the 
3 of ever being able to 


conver ſe 
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FATAL FOLLIES, 7 * 
converſe with him, had not once 
entered into her imagination. And, 
to bid an eternal adieu to her fa- 
ther's houſe, her kindred, and re- 
ligion, ſtruck her mind ſo forcibly, 
that ſhe at once determined to loox 
no more on the man who could 
wiſh to degrade her. Under the 
influence of this ſentiment ſhe re- 
fired to her chamber, not to reſt, 
for that had entirely forſaken her. 
When ſhe aroſe from her couch in 
the morning, ſhe thought it would 
be beſt to preſerit herſelf at the 
window at twilight, as he had de- 
fired ; and, if he underſtood her 
language, to aſſure him how im- 
poſſible it was that ſhe could ever 
comply with his requeſt—if the 
could not ſpeak to him, ſhe would, 
by figns, convince him of her dif- 
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approbation. At the hour appoint- 
ed her lover appeared. She could 
uſt diſcern his figure; that was all. 

. to her great joy, he addreſſed 

her in the Perſian language; and, 

in leſs than half an hour—ſuch 
was the power of love! the 
melody of his voice, and the 
force of his perſuaſion, overturn- 
ed all the reſolutions ſhe had form- 
ed throughout the courſe of the 
day. She naw boldly determin ; 

ed to truſt her 9 0 8 

ſtranger. 

Hlere Elmira made a . of 
_ apdlogies for the ſeeming indeli- 
eacy of her parent, by pointing 
out the danger to which they were 
_ expoſed, and the abſolute neceflity 
ofa quick deciſion : ſhe then conti- 
nk her narrative a8 follows : 120 
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My mother, on retiring fromthe 
window, revolved in her mind 
what the had promiſed her lover, 
and how ſhe was to effect her ef- 
| Cape, as the ladies of India never 
go abroad unleſs under a ſtrong 
KR There was a young female 
in the houſe, who had always 
ſerved my mother with particular 
zeal and attachment. To this girl 


the determined to truſt her ſecret 3 


and in order to carry her plan into 
execution, ſhe ordered her confi- 


dante to attend her to the bath the 


next morning, which ſhe did. 
My mother thought ſhe might the 


more readily truft her as the Was 


born of European parents.. She 
alſo queſtioned her of what ſhe re- 
membered to have heard them ſay 


of their country, and if ſhe would 
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not like to ſee it. Her anſwer was 

ſo pleaſing, that, after having ſworn 

to inviolable ſecreſy, ſhe was en- 
truſted with the whole of my mo- 

'ther's ſituation. All her jewels, to 

a very conſiderable amount, with 
her richeſt robes, and trinkets, were 
conveyed, by means of her ſer- 
vant, over the wall, to her lover, 
who haſtened the next evening to 
the ſame place, in order to con- 
vey her out of her priſon. This 
was effected without detection. 
The faith ful Zappora, for that was 
the name of the ſervant, attend- 
ed on her miſtreſs. Captain Ray - 
mond, my father, haſtened to con- 
vey his fair prize to a place of 
ſafety. He carried her to the houſe 
ofa gen tleman, who, like himſelf, 


was in the ſervice of the Eaſt. 
Indi 
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India Company. This gentleman 
perſuaded them to be married i in- 
ſtantly, as there was not a doubt but 
immediate ſearch would be made, i in 


order to ſeparate them before it 


ſhould be publickly known that ſhe 
had eloped. My father readily agreed 


to the propofal of his friends ; and 
my mother, not knowing the cuſ- 
of the people ſhe was among, rea- 
dily yielded to whatever was pro- 


poſed, as: ſhe derived confidence 
from affection, and the natural 


bncerity of her own dipoſition. 


They were united according to the 
ceremonies of England; and, to 


the laſt day of her life, my mo- 
ther never repented her choice. 
The alarm was ſoon given, that 
the had made her elopement, and 
every application. was made to the 

e Council 
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12 FATAL FOLLIES: = 
Council of Madras in order to 
puniſh my father: but as it could 
not be proved that he had ſtolen 
his wife, without her own conſent, 
they were obliged to give up their 
ſuit, and put up in filence with 
the diſgrace of their family. 3 
wo years paſſed in a mutual 
1 of affection; in the courſe 
of which time I was born. But, 
on the commencement of a war 
with Hyder Ally, my father was 
- called to attend his duty in the 
field. This ſummons firſt awaken- 
ed them from their dream of hap- | 
pineſs. My mother had loſt the 
recollection of kindred, religion, 
and every tie that uſually - unites 
mankind in the tender affections 
and aſſiduities of the beſt of huſ- 


bands. She was eſteemed amongſt 


"© #ATAL To LIS. _— 
al his friends, and ſhe bleffed the 
hour when ſhe firſt came amongſt 
them. The calls of duty and ho- 
nour could not be diſobeyed. But 
i required all my father's fortitude 
to ſupport him under tlie idea of a 
ſeparation from his beloved all 

She propoſed, nay inſiſted on at- 
tending her huſband, in men's ap- 
parel, to the field of battle. This 
he earneſtly oppoſed, pleading the 
attention that was due from her to 
me. She was for ſometime incon- 
folable : : but yielding to wes 

| ſhe at laſt: ſuffered my father to 
depart for the army, after recom 

mending us to the care and pro- 
tection of his friends. He had 
not been gone but a few days, 

when news came that Hyder was 

Preparing to give them battle, and 

| T1272 RP 


—— 


14 FATAL FOLLIES; 


that every hour they \ were expected 
to engage. 
The ſervant, who had entered 
the room during Elmira's ſtory, 
now firſt interrupted her. She 
was no other than the faithful 
Zappora, who had fled with her 
miſtreſs, and attended her during 
her life, and was now Elmira's 
ſervant, friend, and companion. 
She ſaid, Ah! Miſs, 1 beg pardon 
for interrupting . you, but how 
ſhould you be able to tell what your 
youth cannot remember? It is true, 
that my Lady related the ſtory to 
you, but Zappora was a witneſs of 
her diſtraction, and whilſt the 
breathes will never forget it: . Shall 
I tell the Lady that part of the 
ſtory? Elmira agreed, and {he pro- 
ceeded thus: + ata 1 

e Eyery 


— 


FATAL FOLLIES. 3 
« Every one was anxious to 
« hear the fate of the battle, for 
« ſhould Hyder be ſucceſsful, we MB 
had nothing to hope from his 
| juſtice or humanity. My poor 
lady had not the conſolation 
which many others had. Her 
« relations, inſtead of comforting 
© her, prayed for her deſtruction, 
and that of her huſband. * She 
alſo prayed inceſſantly for his 
ſafety, and made a folemn vow 
that, ſhould. he die, ſhe would 
forſake her country, and ſeek 
that whence he came, where 
her duſt would be mixed with 
her huſband's kindred, and her 
ſpirit hold communication with 
his after death. At length, af- 
ter a tedious ſufpence of more 
A ap a week, my lady faw him 
[f / 66 5 
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paſs the' door. She flew to me, 
and falling on my neck, ſaid, Oh! 


- Zappora, go and learn the fate of 
thy miſtreſs, the fate of this beau- 
teous babe: ſhe held my young 
lady in her arms. She ſunk on 
her knees, and in that poſture 
1 found her on my return. 


The battle was loſt. She aroſe, 


on my entrance, and ſaid, ſpeak, 
is my Raymond alive? I could 
not anſwer for my tears. She 
© claſped her hands together and 
remained motionleſs. - I ſpoke 
to her but ſhe did not anfwer. 
I faid, oh ! forgive your ſervant 


whoſe. tears prevented her ut- 


terance, but my maſter lives, 


indeed he does. She ſhook her 


head and burſt into tears, from 


which ſhe ſoon found relief. 
66 « Tell | 
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« 'Tell me, Zappora, and hide 
not the ſmalleſt circumſtance, 


where is my Raymond? W 


with-holds him from me if liv- 
ing? Does the tyrant hold him in 
a nee If lo, 1 wal Malene 


carry my child, the Thal plead 
| 4 fon her father's life. We will 
a try to move the ſavage to pity— 
Here ſhe ceaſed ſpeaking. I told 
her, that her huſband, with 
many ether brave officers, were | 
| % taken prifongrs and conveyed. 
inte the enemy's country. My 
miſtreſs ſtill perſiſted in the re- 
ſolution ef following her huſ⸗ 
„ dand, until fhe found that im- 
*% poſſihle for want of health. She 
* wearied heaven with prayers. and 
remained inconſolable. I could 
or N 9 5 + not 
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4. not bear to ſee her languith, 15 


at length I propoſed to her, t 


go in queſt of my maſter to Man- 
« galore, whither Hyder had re- 
treated; and, the bettet to con- 
*.ceal myſelf, I would take the 
< habit of a ſoldier, and, through 


that diſguiſe, convey money on 


letters to him. She fell at my 
< feet, clung round me, and call- 
S ed me. by every tender name. 
« It was agreed that 1 ſhould pro- 
<&.ceed on my ſearch as ſoon as poſ- 


„ ſible. 1 did ſo, and oh! my 
young ladies! it ir impoſſible for 
me to relate the dreadful ſcenes 
« that preſented themſelves to my 


« eyes during my journey, which 


I performed on foot and alone. 


6e I had determined to ſearch the 1 


45 field of battle before I proceeded 4 
. - wy farther, | 
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« farther, in order to find ſome i in- 
« telligence, if poſſible, of my 
« maſter. I could not, from any 
one, during my journey, gain 


any intelligence of the place to 


„ which the priſoners were car- 


« ried. And it would ſhock hu- 
+ man nature to tell the horrors 


of that day in which Captain 


Raymond was taken priſoner. 


Every ſtep preſented a mangled 


« carcaſe or limb, on which the 
© birds were actually feeding, when 
6 [ paſſed. over the field. I had 


1 


* 


not gone many days journey 


. farther, when 1 fell into the 


= 2 


co 


hands of a company. of Sepoys, 
who ſeized and conducted me to 
e Mangalore. My ſpirits now be- 
gan to fail me. I knew not 
what to do. I could not, now, do 
: either 
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either my miſtreſs or myſelf any 
| * ſervice. At length the Keeladar* 
- ſent to offer me terms if I would 
enter into the, ſeryice of his 

% maſter. -. 1 did not heſitate to 
accept his offer, as, by doing fo, 
1 thould gain my liberty, and 
might poſſibly learn the fate of 
pe him I came to, ſeeks, J was re- 
Y leafed from priſt on and tolerably 
£ well treated. They faund fault 
7e, with my awkwardpeſs, as to the 
« exerciſe, which I had acciden · 
= 2 tally learnt ſomething. of when 

* a child; they ſuſpected that 
« would not acknowledge all I 
14 knew of i it: but, after threatening 


1 


+ me with ſevere diſcipline, and 
5 finding I could not do better, as 
told them that I was only a 

. young recruit, I was ſent to be 


e Governor. 


* arille 
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e driltedwith other European boys, 
« who had been obliged to enter 


<« jnto'the ſervice of Hyder. My 
„being able to ſpeak their lan- 
guage was of conſiderable ſervice 
to me in my enquities concern- 
ing my maſter, who, I found, was 
« a prifoter in a fort very near 
« us. This raiſed my hopes that 
. I might one day be able either 
& to ſee or convey my letter and 
« money ſafe to his hands: and 
« jf Iſhould be ſo fortunate as to 


get a line from him in return, 


„would endèavour to eſcape with 


* it, and join my miſtreſs at Mad- 
© ras, At length, one morning 
« Thad the Happineſs to meet a 


« fervant belonging to the Captain 
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back to the priſon, and before 


£6 


6 


ted him immediately, and im- 
patiently waited for the next 
ſent ſituation, and intreating 


miſtreſs, which I determined to 
do, or to periſh in the attempt. 


vant e 1 py the packet 
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.not. poſſible for me to deſcribe 
the joy 1 felt at the ſight of my 
fellow ſervant. Idurſt not ſpeak 
to him for fear I ſhould be diſco- 
vered. However, I watched him 


he entered the gate, I ſaid, con- 
trive to come to-morrow, at this 
hour, to the outfide of the pri- 
ſon: I know Captain Raymond, 
The man ſtood amazed. I quit- 


day, when I wrote a few lines 
informing my maſter of my pre 


only one line to carry to my 


At the appointed hour the ſer- 


| into 


7% 


« that, if he could get me an 


. 


qe 


ee 


* 


c recolle&ted me, and was ſo over- 
„ being diſcovered. But I pre- 
e tended to abuſe him, as the guard 


« our converſation. The joy of 


and even aſſiſtance to my maſter, 
« and to return not only with 
news that he lived, to his wite, 
but to bring, aſſurances in his 
© own hand-writing, made me 
* forget my ſituation. J ſungand 
* danced alternately, then fat 


a 


to : * ſhould cſeape. 1 laid me down 


FATAL FOLLIES. 1 
into his hands, and begged, 


« anſwer, he would put a white 
handkerchief into his hat as:a 
token of his ſucceſs. The man 


or joyed, that we run great riſk wg ; 


„ came near in order to find out 


being able to afford conſolation, 


„down, and projected how I 


to 
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e fore I cloſed my eyes. The hour 


ec came when I was to receive the 


token from the fervant. He ne- 
'* yer came. 1 grew impatient ; 
ee and leeing ſome other men com- 
"or ing e out of the priſon, I aſked for 
** Captain Raymond. Alas ! faid 
the men, we are not acquainted 
„ With. his fate. He, with ſome 
"cc others, were taken out laſt 
"cc night, at the hour of midnight, 


and carried we know not whi- | 


„ ther. 'Ithought my heart would 


0 have broken at this intelligence, 


f No: -as I feared my delivering the 
"ve packet had been the caufe of 


A their Uſing f my maſter thus. - 


: "4 9 xeQedevery inſtanttobeſeized 
5x as A {Þy, * and put to ſothe dread- 


* ful death, as Thad, only the day 


If before 


eto reſt, but the day dawned be- 4 


10 


is 


——  o& 
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before, ſeen a man dragged at 
the foot of an elephant for giv- 
« ing ſome intelligence to the 
„ Engliſh. Every foot I heard, I 


« dreaded the approach of the ex- 
„ ecutioners. However, many days 


8 © paſſed on, and J heard nothing. 
« At length the melancholy news 
* reached me, that all the gentle- 


men who had been removed from 


| * the fort were poiſoned. I moſt 


+ ſincerely lamented the unhappy 


fate of them all, but more par- 
* ticularly that of my maſter: 


and I determined, fince this had 
1 happened, to make my eſcape as 


is ſoon as poſſible from the domi- 


nions of the barbarians, which 


F effected by the means of a poor 
* old woman, who had travelled _ 


on foot, like, myſelf, in ſearch: 
Vo L. HI; 
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of ker ſon, wei was a ſoldier 
and a priſoner. ' I promiſed to 
find out her ſon, on conditions 


that ſhe would aſſiſt me in my de. 
ſign, by exchanging cloaths with 


me, could this be effected. To 
this propoſal ſhe readily agreed, 


as by ſo doing ſhe would be im- 


priſoned, and ſhare the ſame 
fate with him. I knew that ſhe 
would not receive any punitſh- 


ment on my account, as, at that 


time, I wore the cloaths of Hy- 
der's ſoldiers ; and mine, which 
I wore, when I was taken pri- 
ſoner, were {till in my own poſ- 
ſeſſion. I ſpent much time in 
endeavouring to find the lad; 
and, at laſt, by the means of a 
ſerjeant, who was my friend, 
found him out; on which his 

| 66 mother 


\ 
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© mother performed her promiſe. 


„In the dead of the night we 
changed apparel, and I ſet out 
through a country I was to- 
&« tally unacquainted with, to find 
«© my way to Madras, in order to 
6 communicate the .dreadful tid- 
«© ings of what I had learnt, to my 


© dear miſtreſs. As ſoon as I left 


« Mangalore, which I ſhould have 


done with joy, had I not left 


© the remains of the beſt of men 


a prey to tygers, or wolves, or 


any beaſt that would devour it: 
for the enmity of theſe barbarians 


does not end in death. T hey 


war both with the living and the 


4 dead. When their enemies them 


ſelves can no longer feel their ty- 
* ranny, they ſerve as engines to 
wound the feelings of their 
e 2 friends. 
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friends. Itravelled as faſt aspoſſi- 
ble until Ireached a wood, where 
I thought I might reſt concealed 
until day-light. I durſt notipe· 
netrate far into this place of 
concealment on account of the 


wild beaſts. At the dawn I pro- 


ceeded on, and reached a ſmall 
village without being ſtopped, 
though many ſoldiers had quel- 
tioned me on the road. The 


dreſs and appearance of an old 


woman was my protection, and 
tavoured and eftected my eſcape, 


After a long and painful jour: 


ney I reached Madras. I knew | 


not how to go home. The man) 
months I had been abſent, and 


my return, would awaken, in 


my poor lady, emotions of the 


&6 


tendereſt nature; and I mult 
ha dive 


« 0 
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* give a mortal ſtab to her future 
« peace. Thrice I approached the 
6 [the door, and as often returned. 


« Juſt as I was again going to at- 
e tempt an entrance, you, my 
young lady, came running out 
(L don't know if you remember 


* 


« jt, but I think not) and en- 


„ quired whom I wanted. I aſked 


you, where your mamma was? 
& You anſwered, in the houſe, 
but that ſhe would not ſee me, or 
any one elſe, until Zappora re- 
turned from Pappa. I bid you 
go, and tell her, I came with in- 


** telligence from her: you flew 


like lightning, and ſhe as quick 
ly accompanied you.“ Looking 
wildly at me, ſhe ſaid, give me 
your letters. Don't you know 


« me?” ſaid I, © She ſtarted} _ 
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30 FATAL FOLLIES. 
and inſtantly fainted in my arms. 


«© I got her removed into the 
„ houſe ! She came to herſelf, and 
looking piteouſly in my face, 
& ſaid, do you bring me any com- 
« fort? did you ſee my huſband * 
I hid my face, and ſhe knew 
all I could tell her. Well, 
„ ſaid ſhe, I will not ſurvive him. 
< And did I part with you only to 
bring me this news? Accurſed 
„ by the tyrant! I will revenge 
the death of my hero on him. 
« She rayed until quite ſpent-—ſhe 
„ ſunk on the floor; where, for 
„ two days, ſhe remained without 
« either ſpeaking to any one, or 
receiving any ſuſtenance. Noone 
attended her but myſelf; nothing 
e had power to rouſe her from this 
« ſtupor of erief, but her child. 


« Whenever ſhe heard the cries of 
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« the infant, ſhe would ſcream 
« moſt violently, ſaying, that the 
„ barbarians were come to rob her 
of her only comfort. She was 
«© confined many months to her 
„ bed; and, on her recovery, L 
« reminded her of her former vow 
of retiring to the country of her 
„ huſband, which I perſuaded her 
eto perform, hopingthat a change 
of place might be conducive to 
the reſtoration of her health and 
peace. But alas I poor lady, they 
„were both for ever deſtroyed. 
My miſtreſs, however, ſtayed 
many years in India after her 
ſeyere loſs, in hopes that I had 
been miſinformed as to her huſ- 
band: but a gentleman, who 
had been confined a priſoner in 
wt the lame fort, paſſing 3 

C 4 % Madras, 
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„Madras, called on her, and con- 
firmed what I had told her of 
their being removed in the midſt 
<« of the night, and that there was 
no doubt but they were poyon- 
ed. This confirmation plunged 
her again into the moſt ſevere 
grief, and the now determined 
* toembark in the firſt Grip bound 
for England.” 
- Here Zappora ceaſed, 3 
apologies for interrupting Elmira, 
when this lady * took up =: 
narrative as follows : 

We embarked in a Daniſh India- 
man at Tranquebar. On our 
quitting the ſhores of India, wy 
mother ſhed a profuſion of tears. 

I cannot ſay I felt any uneaſineſs. 
The thoughts of novelty, and the 


er to which I was removing. 
Bm 3 


* 
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furniſhed me with many pleaſing; 
ideas. Nothing material happened 


until we arrived at the Cape of 
Good Hope, where we landed in 


good Health, after a very pleaſant 
paſſage. Immediately on our land- 
ing, we were conducted to a houſe 
where they receive penſioners; 
that is, which entertains boarders 
during their ſtay there, in their 
voyage to or from India. Every 


houſe-keeper, the Governor and 
Council excepted, take penſioners, 


on very reaſonable terms. We were 
lodged i in a very g good houſe; and, 

happening to have ſome paſſengers 
on board our ſhip, who were ac- 
quainted with the Governor, we 
were introduced into his family» 


My mother conceived a very parti- 


cularaffection for hislady, who was 
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» 34 FATAL FOLLIES. 
an Engliſh woman: and, I believe, 
had it not been for her vow, ſhe 
would eaſily have been perſuaded 
to paſs the remainder of her days 
at the Cape. I ſhould not have 
been pleaſed had we ſtaid there, for 
the people all carried fuch an air 
of ſelf-intereſt in every thing they 
faid or did, that very much diſ- 
pleaſed me.—I wiſhed much to reach 

England, of which I had heard 
ſuch liberal praiſe. 

We again embarked on board the 
Dane, but were not ſo fortunate 
as before, for we had a continual 
courſe of bad weather, which 
ſtill grew worſe as we approached WM - 
our deſtined port. At length, a 
moſt dreadful ſtorm aroſe, accom- 
panied by moſt tremendous claps 


of thunder, and the water ſeemed 
| to 


© ef bur-d 
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to be covered by one ſheet of fire. 


It is impoſſible to conceive a ſcene 


more dreadful. Every inſtant we 
expected to periſh. My mother 


claſped me in her aims, whilſt 
Zappora knelt at our feet. The 
violence of the ſtorm precluded e- 
very hope of our being ſaved. A 
moſt dreadful and awful ery of, 
All is loſt, reached our ears. We 
flew to the deck, and the Captain. 
did not give us any hope that the 
ſhip could live out the ſtorm. At 
this inſtant, by means of the con- 


ſtant laſhing of the lightning, we. 
perceived a veſſel which had accom- 
_ panied us during the voyage, and 


whoſe guns of diſtreſs we had re- 


peatedly heard, to ſink, and the 


waves cloſe over her head. The 
cries of thoſe on board were dread- 
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36 PATAL FOLLIES. 
ful. This determined the Captain 
to heave out the long boat, and 
another {mall one in order to ac- 
comadate as many as he could, and 
to commit us to the care of Pro- 
vidence. He ordered us to go into 
it with all ſpeed, but ſaid, our ſer- 
vant muſt go into the ſmall one, as 
he himſelf alſo would, as there was 
not room in the other. I think I ſee 
my mother claſping Zappora round 

the neck. No! ſaid ſhe, ſave my 
child if poſſible, but we will never 
part, Iwill not go without her. This 
affected even the rugged nature of 
the Captain, and he ordered us all 
three to go into the boat. Our 
Property being 1n jewels was eaſily 
removed, and on the commence- 


ment of the ſtorm, every one of us 


had ſecured about our own perſons 


Wuhat was moſt valuable. We got 
N | into 
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into the boat, but without the 


ſmalleſt expectation that ſhe would 


live more than five minutes. We 
were then on the eaſt coaſt of Scot- 
land. The failor$did all they could 


to make land, and every ſurge that 


aroſe was expected to overwhelm 
us, but the hand of Heaven ftayed 
the ſtorm, for our preſervation, 


but not until the ſhip was beat 
on ſhore, an entire wreck. Day 


light appeared, and we ſaw our» 
ſelves not far from land. All thoſe 


who embarked in the ſmall boat 


periſhed, We ſaved two poor men 
who ſwam to us. We at laſt land- 


ed, more happy than I can deſcribe. 


No houſe was in view. Had we di- 


rected aur courſe, on either hand, 


along the ſea beach, we muſt ſoon, 


a5 J have ſince learned, have come 


to 
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to ſome village or town, but fate, 
or ſome inviſible being directed. us 
acroſs an uninhabited tract of paſ- 
tureand moorland ; after traverſing 


which, for a ſpace of fix or eight 


miles, we found ourſelves in a 
narrow valley, which, by a wind- 
ing courſe, led us to this hamlet, 
That by which we are now ſhel- 
tered 1s the firſt roof within which 
we entered. An old but harm- 


leſs pair received us, and admini- 


ſtered all the aſſiſtance in their 
power. Our company was too nu- 
merous for us all to lodge here; 


therefore, after ſome ſmall refreſh- 
ment, ſome of them proceeded in 
queſt of better accommodation. 


We ſtayed. here- for ſome days, 
when my mother determined to go 


to London, in order, if poſſible, to 
find 


5 
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find ſome of my father's family. 
We did ſo,. but found it a fruitleſs 


| fearch, as we had not a proper direc- 


tion, my father having taken all 
his letters and papers with him 
when he left us. Tired and diſ- 


| euſted with the world, my mo- 
| ther determined again to repair 
to the place where the hand of 


Providence had been ſtretched out 
for our preſervation ; and, if poſſi- 
ble, to purchaſe the houſe into 


which we had firſt been received. 
On our offering an advanced price, 


the good old pair informed us, that 
the cottage was not theirs, but the 
property of a noble family that had 


fled to France on account of the 


civil commotions in —45 3 but 


that they would put us in imme- 
diate poſſeſſion of it, if we had a 
fancy 
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fancy for it, and retire into another 


in the neighbourhood. I do not 
remember to have ſeen my mother 


ſo tranquil as ſhe was at this place. 
We provided ſuch accommodation 
as you ſee, and did not forget the 
| fortunes of the good old people. 
But grief ſtill preyed on her ſpirits ; 
and, after two years ſpent 1n the 
moſt perfect reſignation, ſhe re- 
figned her breath, calling on the 
ſpirit of my father to join hers in a 
bleſſed immortality. 


Here Elmira ended her parents 
_ eventful hiſtory. Tears prevented 
her from ſpeaking for ſome time. 
Jendeavoured to comfort her all in 
my power, and to expreſs my ad- 
miration of the unſhaken conſtancy 
of her parent, and the fidelity of 
Zappora: 


FATAL FOLIEIES. 47 
Zappora, who ſoon joined us to 
know if I would not ſtay. and dine 
with them. To this I agreed, pro- 
vided ſhe would. join us, and we 
might all converſe on the n 
of the hie. £2531 ö 
J have really written ſo much 
that I cannot relate the reſt of my 
viſit at this time; but, in a future 
letter, Iwill gratify your curioſity: 
the ſtory will pleaſe both your - 
ſelf and ſiſter, I am certain. 


Adieu! Yours, 


MATILDA LEICESTER. |. 
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| 
MRS. BEAUCHAMP 
mee 


COUNTESS or STAN MORE. 


Yo UR letter gave me inex- 
preſſible pleaſure; and I am ſorry 
to ſay, it will be impoſſible for me 
to comply with your obliging invi- 
tation this ſummer. But I may, 

perhaps, contrive to accompany 

you down to Scotland in the ſpring, 

I hope you are thinking of a re- 

turn to town. Every one of my 
friends is on the wing to quit ruſti- WM 
city, and join the gay and elegant 
circles in the metropolis ; and ſure- WM | 

Px, ſo elegant and faſhionable a wo- 
by „„ 


man, as the Counteſs of Stan- 
more, will not immure herſelf in 
an old caſtle in North Britain, when 
we are all impatient for her arrival 
here. You, I am told, are expected 
to give the ton this winter; there- 
fore, pray let us ſee you ſoon. Vou 
enquired, I believe, why I ſacri- 
ficed myſelf by marrying into the 
family of a citizen. PII tell you! 
he had money. I wanted it.— Is 
not that a ſufficient reaſon? Well 
then! being married, I can, by 
my family connections, ſee the beſt 
company, and of courſe do almoſt 
as I pleaſe. To be ſure, my two. 
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W daughters were, at firſt, greatly in 
my way: but, by contriving to get 


one married to my relation Lord 
Harley, I got rid of them both, as 
Honoria has been a conſtant viſitor 
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at his Lordfhip's ſince her ſiſter's 
marriage; who, poor ſoul, continues 
to lament her hard fate. I believe 

that Harley is heartily tired of her, 

for he called on me this morning, 

- making terrible complaints. It 
ſeems her ill health does not pre- 
vent her from ſ eeing Mr. Seymour. 
His Lordſhip actually ſaw them in 

' converſation together in his own 
park, or near it. A divorce, 1 
ſuppoſe, in a thort time, will be 
the conſequence; which, I ſhall 

not be ſorry for, as I heartily abo- 
minate the whole family—My 54. 
band excepted—TFhat old cynic, the 
nabob, is confined with the gout: 
-indeed, when he was not, he did 
not trouble me with his viſits. 
Mr. Beauchamp tells me, that he 


was an oddity when he left Eng- 
: | | land; 


* 
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land; and, I am ſure, he is re- 
turned a perfect curioſity. I have 
ſcarcely any news to tell you, only 
that I have made an acquaintance 
with two moſt delightful fellows : 
the one a baronet, the other a red 
coat. Sir John Seabright is the 
name of the former, and Colonel 
La Roche that of the latter. Vou 
would like them much. I muſt 
| introduce them to you. k 
Seabright is on a viſit at Harley 
Lodge, and entruſted with the 
care of her Ladyſhip in the ab- 
lence of her mate. They remove 
in a ſhort time to town for the 
winter. I ſhall watch her, for ſhe ; 
has a great deal of hypocriſy, I am 
certain, in her diſpoſition. Pray 

what is become of that lady-like 
being, your mamma, that is to be ? 
I never 
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I never was more aſtoniſhed in my 
life, than by that part of your let- 
ter, where you mention your fa- 
ther's being ſo ridiculous as to 
make love to ſuch a creature. It 
is abſolutely dangerous to do an 
act of charity to ſuch kind of 
people, as they have no grati- 
tude; but directly aim at mak- 
ing their fortune by any means 
they can. I would adviſe you to 
part with her as ſoon as poſſible, 
leſt ſhe ſhould inſinuate herſelf 
into the good graces of your Lord : 
for men are ſtrange inconſtant 
creatures. I am abſolutely aſto- 
niſhed at the length of this epiſ- 
. tle; and will now conclude with 
compliments to the family. 


„„en 
Me £ 
MARY BEAUCHAMP. 
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MISS LEICESTER 
10 


MISS BEAUCH AMP. 


| NOW fit down tg perform my 


promiſe of relating what paſſed 


at the cottage after Elmira's rela- 
tion of the ſad ſtory of her parent, 


whoſe fate, I am ſure, you deplore. 
That virtue and goodneſs, like 
hers, ſhould come to ſuch a fate, 
muſt be a ſubje& of forrow to 
every heart, but more eſpecially to 


thoſe ſuſceptible of the niceſt feel-. 


ings of humanity ; and, above all, to 
your amiable ſiſter, whoſe fate, 


whenever I think of it, I moſt 


truly lament. But to the cotta- 
gert. 
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gers. The good Zappora was 


much pleaſed at my promiſing to 
ſpend the day with them, and haſ- 
tened to prepare their rural repaſt, 


whilſt Elmira and myſelf were em- 
ployed in looking over the papers 


and jewels ſhe had found in the 
cabinet of hermother. The jewels 
are uncommonly brilliant, and of 
immenſe value. Elmira will be no 
deſpicable fortune when theſe are 


turned into caſh. I wonder that 
her mother never thought of ei- 
ther ſelling them or depoſiting 
them in ſome ſafe place, when ſhe 


was in London, as I ſhould have 
been greatly alarmed to travel with 
ſo much property about me. El- 
mira ſays, they were always cat- 
ried in the ſame chaiſe with them- 
ſelves during their journey, and 

that 


\ * 


1 ES. 
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that they never entertained an 


idea that any one would attempt 


to deprive them of them. Delight- 


ful ſimpheity ! how Tadmire thee! 


Yet how dangerous an inhabitant 
art thou of the breaſt of a young 
| female! I ſurely may make this 


comment. Zappora came to let us 
know that our dinner waited, and 
we repaired to the next room, 
where the utmoſt good humour 
and cordiality attended our board. 

Since J left my own home at Elm 
Wood I have not been happier z 
although I have ſat at more ſplen- 


did entertainments. Zappora ex- 
Preſſed her delight, that her ſweet 


young lady had found a friend ſo 
worthy of her, as ſhe had ſuffered 

much uneaſineſs of mind ſince the 
death of her miſtreſs, fearing leſt. 
I i. D her® 


hoped, I would have the goodneſs | 


80 FATAL FOLLIES, | 
her daughter might acquire an 
Habit of melancholy by converſing 
. only with herſelf. -But now, ſhe 


to introduce her to ſome of my own 
friends, who, ſhe was confident, 
were good people. Poor Zappora 
little knew the world, when {he 
judged that all who were good 
themſelves muſt neceſſarily be ac- 
quainted with none but amiable 
characters. A ſhort acquaintance 
with the world will correct that 
opinion. However, ſhe joined me 
in perſuading Elmira to let me in- 
troduce her at the Caſtle, if I found 
an opportunity for fo doing, and 
at length obtained her conſent, 
not without ſome heſitation. The 
character I had given of Lady 


As Sfanmore had prejudiced Elnura 
* 5 agil 
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againſt her. After having ſtaid 
as long as poſſible at the cottage, 
I ordered my horſes, and reached 


the Caſtle. about half an hour be- 
fore the family returned, and was, 


in the mean time, revolving in my 


mind all I had that day heard, in 


into the drawing- room His Lady 


hibited no marks of joy: on the 
contrary, ſorrow ſeemed to predo- 
minate; nor did Lord Stanmore's 
"xpreſs any great marks of So 


Seymour, who paid his reſpects to 


me in a truly polite and friendiy 
2; mm 


order to relate it to You, Which, I 
hope, you think I did faithfully. 
Lady Stanmore returned in the 
higheſt ſpirits imaginable, attended 
by Lord Lindores, who handed her 


followed; but her countenance ex- 


humour. He converſed with Mr.“ ; 


— 
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manner. Miſs Weſt ſaid, “ Well | 
Miſs Leiceſter, how have you pal- 
ſed your day amongſt the hills and 
mountains o you know, Mr. 
Seymour, ſhe has taken a fancy to 
ſome ruſtic habitation, or ruſtic 
ſwain ? For the other day I could 
not get her away from them. Mr 
Seymour aſked me to introduce 
him to my friends of the moun- 
tain, as he was ſure, if they were 
found worthy of my notice, he 
ſhould be pleaſed with their com- 
* pany. Oh! that ſhe will,” faid 
Miſs Weſt, ** for ſhe loves adven- 
tures Iam certain.” Lady Lindores 
joined us, and, on being informed 
of the ſubject of our converſation, 
the begged that ſhe might be per- 
mitted to make one of my Part). 


F This 2 me greatly, as ſhe 18 
 þ mol 
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z moſt amiable creature, and juſt 
ſuch a friend as I could with for 
Elmira. Whilſt we were engaged 
in this converſation, and Lord 
Stanmore Was talking to Mr. Sey 
mour, her Ladyſhip left the room, 
leaning on the arm of Lord Lin- 
dores, and calling on us to follow 
her to the muſic room 2 ee for we 
| vere,” ſhe ſaid, *ſo horribly ſtupid 
that ſhe muſt abſolutely enter» 
tain herſelf.” With theſe words 
ne left us. Her behaviour is very 
ſtrange, and has been taken notice 
of by many viſitors who have been 
here. Jam ſhocked at it myſelf, 
jet I make allowances for her na- 
tural diſpoſition, - which is a mix- 
ture of levity and caprice. You 
vould not credit, unleſs you were: 
gab in what a length of extrava- 
9 D 3 gance 
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gance ſhe indulges herſelf : 
would you know the face of the 
country round us fince we came 


down: it is abſolutely another 


place. What with buildingsandney 


orchards and gardens, you would 
think Lady Stanmore was going 


to eftabliſh a colony inſtead of 


a family here. If ſhe is ſpoke 
to by Lord Stanmore in reſpect 


to thee expence in which any whim 
of hers will involve him, ſhe 
ſays, Have I not a fortune! and 
cannot 1 pleaſe myſelf? 1 Why did 


not your Lordſhip marry your 
houſe-keeper? She would not 


have had any pretenſions to ex. 
pence: and your Lordſhip might 
then have lived in your. kitchen, 
if you had pleaſed.” With many 
fuch expreſſions as theſe ſhe replies 
- i bun, whenever he expoſtulates 


againk 
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againſt any of her humours ; and, 


as he generally gives way to them, - 


ſhe acquires a ſuperior degree of 


| infolence, I think, upon every 
freſh diſpute. I pity Lord Stan- 
| more, who ſeems to feel all her 
neglect of him, though he does it 


in ſilence. Our train of viſitors, 
which have had a conſtant ſucceſ--- 


| fon for theſe many months, are 


now gone; and, except Lord Lin- 


| dores? tamily, your brother, and 


Mr, Seymour, we are alone: which 
ſeems to be a matter of great un- 
eaſineſs to Lady Stanmore, who 


declares, ſhe cannot exiſt more 


than a week longer here, but muſt 
ſet out for. London before that 
time is expired. His Lordſhip ex- 
poſtulated with her this evening 
on the ſubject, urging the neceſ- 
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_ oh his eſtate. She ſaid, ** ſhe 


"hgh burn all the caſtle rather 
than ſtay any longer in it.“ 


- He left the room, ſeemingly in 
great anger, Her Ladythip fol- 
lowed foon after; and, as I pal- 


| ſed her dreſſing- room door, I heard 


her ſpeaking very loud : therefore 
don't be ſurpriſed if my next is ad- 


dreſſed from town. I wait with 
impatience for a letter, and am, 


MATILDA LEICESTER | 


fity of his preſence to give 
orders about ſome improvements 
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MISS BE AUCHAM E. 
re 01 7 Ren 


MISS LEICESTER. 


[ Cannot expreſs how much we: 
are obliged to you for the ſtory of 
Elmira,, which we received from 
the hands of Mr. Oſſory, who _ 
rode over to the lodge, him-. | 
lelt, to deliver it to Lady Har- 
ley. My ſiſter enquired parti- 
cularly after you. He anſwered. 
that you was well: as to your be- 
ing happy, he could not anſwer 
for that, as you was in love. He 
then, waved the diſcour ſe, by tn». -- 8 
quring after Lord Harley, Who is 4 | 
m town about ſome. buſineſs. He | 
CCF has 
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has left Sir John Seabright to en- 
tertain us in his abſence: and, to 
do Sir John juſtice, he is very aſſi- 
duous in doing all. in his power 
to amuſe my ſiſter; rather more 
ſo ſometimes than ſhe approves: 
when ſhe is obliged to look grave 
at him, in order to reſtrain the vi- 
vacity of bis diſpoſition. This, 
however, has not always the de- 
fired effect: for he will ſome- 
times place Lord Harley in ſo ludi- 
crous a light, that even gravity it- 
ſelf muſt relax and join the laugh. 
IT His treacherous behaviour does 
not place Sir John 1n a very advan- 
tageous point of view. He has 
alarmed us very much, for he tells 
my ſiſter that Lord Harley medi- 
tates ſomething which will for ever 
deſtroy her future peace. We are 
loft” in a 88 of 3 in 
en- 


tiſe. 
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59 
endeavouring to find out what 
ſpecies of cruelty he means to prac- 


Conſtantia fears it is aimed 


againſt Mr. Seymour, and con- 
ſtantly ſupplicates heaven for his. 
ſafety. She has uſed every en- 
treaty in order to per ſuade Sir John 
to tell her the ſecret, but, hitherto, 
he proves deaf to all her ſolicita- 


tions. Vet, he ſays, it is in her 
power to prevent it, and that he: 


will truſt her upon conditions. 
which he will name at a proper 


time. I am greatly alarmed, as I. 
am ſure Sir John is the friend of 
his Lordſhip, and not of my ſiſter... 
i am the more agitated that IL muſt: 
return home in a few days, having 
h yeſterday received a ſummons Frome, 
my imperious mother-in-law for 


that purpoſe. This bas greatly*af-. 
D's fected 
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fected Conſtantia, as I have been 
her only comforter. Lord Harley 
has been abſent a week: yet no 
letter has been ſent to my ſiſter, 
although two have been received 
by Sir John from his Lordſhip. 
BM The only thing that gives. me the 
Cj. nt pleaſure, is, that my ſiſter's 
health is conſiderably better, and 
ſhe again begins to look like her 
former ſelf. Sir John is very la- 
viſh of his praiſes of Lady Stan- 
more, though he has not even 
ſeen her. Mrs. Beauchamp, to 
whom he was introduced before he 
came down here, has given a very 
flattering picture of her Ladyſhip, 
and he longs impatiently for win- 
ter, in order to behold this paragon 
of beauty. He talks ſo lightly of 
marriage and married women, that 
„ We 


— 
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- we are frequently ſhocked at him, 
and when we,complain againſt the- 
licentiouſneſs of his diſcourſe, he 
tells us, that every woman is at 
heart a rake,” which I do not be- 
lieve, although it may ſerve as a 
| reproach to the ſex. I very much 
| blame Mr. Pope for expreſſing ſuck 
a ſentiment... Addrefs your next 
to Upper Brook-ſtreet, as I muſt 
quit this place before __ letter can | 
arrive. e ee | 


— „ "I * 
\ - * 5 = — rao * 


Yours,, 


EONORIFA BEAUCHAMP.. 
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Fed HARLEY 


SAR. JOHN SEABRIGHT. 


\ 


os 


L 3 3 the day befo ore yeſ- 
| terdy, and immediately enquired 
after Mr. Seymour as you adviſed. 
He, I underſtand, is gone to join 
the fools at Stanmore Caſtle: there- 


- fore your's will not be a poſt of 


much danger, and 1 ſhall very ſoon 
relieve you, as I intend to carry 
Lady Harley to an eſtate I have at 
the fartheſt extremity of Vorkſnire, 

where ſhe ſhall remain until ſhe 
has cot the better of her violent 
affection. Am not 1 right, Sea- 
| bright? 
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bright L have alſo deſired Mrs. | 
Beauchamp to fend for her daugh- 
ter home, and I dare ſay ſhe has, 
by this time, done ſo. Vour friend, 
Colonel La Roache, is very well 

there, I think, for I obſerved, du- 


ring my ſtay, ſeveral ſly glances in- 


terchanged on both ſides. Old 
Beauchamp was from home, but 
the Colonel ſeemed to do the ho- 
nours of his family during his ab- 


ſence with great eaſe. It is at 


curſed thing to be a married man 


in theſe days. I with bees had 
had my wife inſtead of mel. She 


would have puniſhed him ſuffi- 
ciently, ere this, with her whims. 


That J am her averſion IJ am cer- 
tain; for diſguſt is marked in every 
word ſhe utters, although ſhe en- 
deavours to conceal it. Have you 
"0 endea⸗ 


a 14 
e 
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- endeavoured, as: you intended, 
draw her into a confeſſion of - 
ſentiments in favour of my rival? 
She will be ſhy at firſt, but you 
may poize your art againſt hers, 
and I think the balance will be on 
your fide. You know, you boaſt of 
never having been foiled by a wo- 
man: once more then, try your fk1ll, 
and let me hear how you proceed. 
I depend on your friendſhip, and 
Mall act according to your advice: 
for, as I have got into a dilemma, 
vou muſt aſſiſt me to get out of it. 
1 would not have boys point out 
the cuckold as I paſs, and I would 
be revenged on an ungrateful wo- 
man. Then I would have done 
with the ſex for ever, leaving them 
to thoſe who may have folly 


enough · to believe and truſt them. 
— | Old. 


{ 
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Old Oſſory, I hear, is returned 
from Stanmare, I find his matoh 
does not turn out ſo favourable: as 
he ſuppoſed it would'; and ſome 

- friends I have met with, who ſpent 

a few weeks at the Caſtle, tell me 
that Lady Stanmore. bids fair for 
Doctor's Commons the enſuing 
winter, if ſhe. does not alter her 
manners. She invites all men to 
pay court to her, and does not 

ſeem as if they would be con- 
demned to ſigh i in vain. She leads 
one poor dog in chains already 
Lord Lindores. I know this will 
gall poor Stanmore, whoſe notions 
of honour and propriety are of the 
niceſt ſort. Well, I do not like to 
be unhappy alone, and therefore 

am not ſo ſorry for my ward as 1 
otherwiſe ſhould have been. In 

return. 


8 
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return for your ſervices to me, 7 
will introduce you to Stanmore 
when they come to town, and you 
may win a little of his tooſe caſh. 
If you get into the good graces 
of his Lady, you may win a little of 
bhber's alſo, as I hear ſhe plays pretty 
high. Make any pretence to Lady 
Harley for my not writing to her. 
Say that T am, you know, engaged 
in ſo much buſineſs that ſhe muſt 
excuſe me, and that you expect my 
ſpeedy return. I cannot diſſemble 
ſo well as her Ladyſhip, and there- 
fore hate writing to her. I am 
peſtered to death with enquiries 
about the health of Lady Harley, 
and with queſtions when ſhe comes 
to town for the winter; to all of 
which, I have anſwered, that ſhe 
| 18s ſo extremely ill in the country 
abort - . that 


\ 
Y 
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that it will be impoſſible to remove 
her to town without a. very great 
hazard : For, if I ſaid ſhe was well, 


and did not chuſe to come to town, 


e would none of them believe 


; and they might gueſs the 


right reaſon, that I feared a rival. 


This I ſhould not like: and there- 


fore I plead her indiſpofition. This 


15 my beſt excuſe, as it will gain be-. 


lief ; ſhe having- been, or having 


affected to be ill ever ſince, our 
marriage. Within theſe few weeks 
indeed, ſhe has appeared in better 
ſpirits, which I ſuppoſe is a con- 


trivance in order to get to London 
again: but it ſhall not do, for as 


ihe was indiſpoſed all the ſummer 


for her own pleaſure, ſhe ſhall. 


continue ſo all the winter for mine. 


You, nodoubt, thought, that when 


mar ricd, 
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married, I ſhould turn a fond fool: 
So I believe I ſhould, had Lady 
Harley but played her cards well. 
But now I know her, and ſhall act 
as vou 'ſhall witneſs, Seabright, 
If Mr. Offory comes over in my ab- 
ſence, -contrive it ſo that he ſhall 


not ſee Lady Harley, and you will 
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1 may pour out my ſorrows, which 
will end but in the grave; a ceſla» 
tion of miſery I cannot hope for in 
this world. I am doomed to ſuf- 
fer. You Will, no doubt, be ſur- 
prized to find me begin my firſt 
letter to you in this ſtrain, when 
I promiſed you at parting, only a 
tew days ago, to endeavour to'be. 
chearful. This fate will not per- 
mit. I am marked out for a life of 
vretchedneſs, The cauſe of my 

uneaſi- 


* 
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uneaſineſs is of a very alarming 
nature. No ſooner was you gone 
than Sir John Seabright entered 
the drawing-room, in order, as he 
ſaid, to conſole me for the loſs | 
of your ſociety. He expreſſed how 
ſorry he was to loſe your company 
himſelf, but more particularly on 
my account, as he was certain! 
ſhould want it, when Lord Harley 
returned, more than ever. He then 
painted his Lordſhip's diſpoſition in 
ſo horrid a light, that I was ſhocked 
to find it poſſible for hiiman nature 
to be capable of ſuch depravity. Do 
you know, my deareſt ſiſter, that, 
at this moment, he is living in 
town with a miſtreſ "Py whom he has 
_ conſtantly ſupported, and who 
lived with him before our marriage! 
| Gueſs m this piece of intelli- 
gence 


8 5 
5 . 
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gence would affect me. Sir John _ 


left me ſoon after. I cannot ex- 
preſs my feelings during the re- 
mainder of the evening, which 1 
paſſed alone, excuſing myſelf from 


ſupping with Sir John. The next 
mornin 2 he wr Ote a note expreſſing, 


that had he known that I had the 


ſmalleſt affection for Lord Har- 


ley, or that any tranſaction of his 


pain, he would have loſt his life 
ſooner than have uttered a ſylla- 


ble on the ſubject of his preſent 
lituation and attachment. He en- 


treated that I would forgive him, aſ- | 


luring me that he would never ſpeak 
again on ſo ungrateful a topic. To 


this I returned,no anſwer, as the 
| Impertinence of the ſuggeſtion, that 
Lord Harley was not regarded by 
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laſted on both ſides whilſt the ſer · 
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me with the ſmalleſt degree of af. 
fection, I thought did not deſerve 
any. At dinner we met, and 1 
endeavoured to treat him with g | 
particular degree of reſerve, which 


vants continued in the room: but, 
on the deſert being removed, Sir 
John approached me, and entreat- 
ed my forgiveneſs for his fault, 
which wouldnothavebeencommit- 
ted did he not feel for the ſituation 
of ſo beautiful and amiable a woman 
as myſelf. He had fo far offended 
me now that he durſt not proceed 
to diſcloſe what I would too ſoon 
be acquainted with; but which, if 

T knew it now, might, by his 
| means, be prevented. But, what- 
ever he might feel, he would ob- 


kerre a — ſilence. This you 
may 
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may be certain, rouſed my curioſity, 


and I determined to hear the dread- 
ful tale let it be what it might. 


Ithanked Sir John for his ſympathy 


with me in my preſent ſituation; and, 


at the ſame time, aſſured him, that 
my attention to the duties of a wife 


| ſhould be unremitted whilſt I had 


| the power of exiſtence : but, if he 
| knew of any calamity poſſihle for 


me to eſcape, I entreated him, 


without reſerve, to tell it me,' and 


he ſhould be forgiven for any pain 


it might occaſion. Oh! my ſiſter, 


how ſhall I deſcribe -the ſcene that 


followed? The wretch, who had 
profeſſed himſelf my beſt friend, 
now ſtood confeſſed a villain— 
Thanks, my dear Lady, ſaid he, 
for my pardon: and now, let me 


declare a 3 which has exiſted. | 
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. Harley that I carried on a ſecret 
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þ from the firſt moment Lever be- | 
| held you ſtarted: 101 N bim: he 
ran, faſtened the door, and ſaid, 
that I Honld hear him; that! 
Was in his power, and that, as 
either favoured or denied his ſuit, 
my future fate ſhould be deter- 

mined.—I need not fear Lord Har- 
ley, he could do with him juſt a: 
he pleaſed ; and, if I would but 
liſten to him, I ſhould find him 
moſt faithful lover.—If not, he 
ſaid, T ſhould know what was in 
his power: he could perſuade Lond 


_ correſpondence with Mr. Seymour; 
and if ſo, his Lordſhip's intentions 
were, toconſine me for life, and treat 
me, in my confinement, with the 
- utmoſt poſſible rigour. I might 


chuſe, he ſaid, which alternative! 
4 "kf would 
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would: but, if I would join with 
him, he hopedto prove his ſincerity, 
and yet to preſerve my character. 

[told him, that ſurprize had Kithier: 


to reſtrained my tongue, and begged 
| him inſtantly to leave the room, 


infamous offers. Theſe, ITtold him, 
I would diſcloſe to Lord Harley on 
his return, and that I ſhould deſ- 
piſe a character ſo preſerved—He 
aid, I ſhould repent my't treatment 
of him, and left the room. 11 in- 
ſtantly bolted the door, and rang 
for my woman, who came to me 
immediately. I enquired of her 
where Sir John Seabright was ? 

She told me, ſhe met him on the ; 
ſtairs asſhe came up; and that he 

lad, don't mind your Lady, ſhe is 
in ler airs, He had ordered his . 
e EK. 1 horles, 


he 


re | 


as I equally diſdained him and his 
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Horſes, and they were waiting i in 
the yard. I told Mary all that had 
paſſed, and ſhe adviſed me to write 
word to my Lord of the behaviour 
of his friend: yet, I think it will 
be beſt to wait for his return; and 
then, in the preſence of Sir John, 
accuſe him. He cannot, ſurely, 
be ſo baſe as to inſinuate lies, 

though hethreatened me he would, 
Every noiſe alarms me: for now! 
dread the return of Lord Harley, as 
J believe the wretch, when he fail 
he had entire aſcendancy over him, 
ſpoke the truth. Why, at. this 
_ dreadful criſis, was you taken from 

me ?—T have ſent Mary to learn, 
- whither Sir John is expected to re- 
turn this evening She is returned 
with the welcome news, that he 


does not come back till to- morrov. 
= 4 „ he ere fore 


. 
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Therefore I ſhall ſleep quiet for 


— 


this night. Would I were an in- 
| habitant of the cottages in he 
4 neighbouring hamlet. They fleep = * 
tn peace; they have the object of 
| their affections to {hare their cares 


and toils; nor does envy or jea- 
louſy ever interrupt their happi- 


2 neſs. ol Will go to my cloſet, and « 
„ implore the aſſiſtance of Heaven to 


| Gredt me to purſue what is right, 
and alſo to give me reſignation to 
bear whatever it is the will of Pro- 
vidence I ſhould my: ane, ; 
and then try to reſt. 


5 1 adieu! 


My more than ade, 


1 CONSTANTIA HARLEY. ä 


» q 
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of late become very melancholy. 1 i 
ſuſpect the little Eaſt-Indian has 
touched his heart. 1 rallied him the 
other evening on his ſecrefy ; buthe 


| affuredmethatHhwasundera miſtake, 


thou oh he owned that female 
charms have made ſome impreſſion 


on him, and bid me guets again. 


It could not be Miſs Weſt, as ſhe 


is actually to be married fo ſoon as 


next Tueſday to Lord — 


| land-ſteward, Mr. Macalpine : 


1 was obliged to give up my 5 
tenſions to ſagacity, and wait for 
chance to determine what I wiſh 
to know, for I would not have him 


make a wrong choice, being him-- 


ſelf of the moſt amiable and bene- - 


volent diſpoſition. Though he has 
not ſpoke, I have more than once 
ben indignation ſparkle in his fine 


E * black 
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black eyes at Lady Stanmore's treat. 
ment of me. Miſs Weſt, at the 
inſtigaàtion of her Ladyſhip, inſultel 
me the other evening, as ſhe has 
frequently done, ſaying, Lady Stan- 
- more, how. ſhould you like Miſs 
Leiceſter. for a mother-in-law! 
You know Mr. Oſſory is very par- 
tial to her. Oh! dear Weſt, faid 
her Ladyſhip, that would be de- 
lightful?—Miſs Leiceſter will not 
be ſo cruel, I hope, as to let the 
old gentleman ſigh in vain. | 
burſt into tears: but your brother 
anſwered Lady Stanmore, that he 
hoped Miſs Leiceſter had more 
ſenſe than to buy a huſband at ſo 
dear a rate as the loſs of her happi- 
neſs. Why! true, Mr. Beau- 
champ, ſaid her Ladyſhip, but Ma- 
tilda hates happineſs. She loves 
. 5 miſery; 


* 
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miſery; and, as my father has a. 
fortune, ſhe could — her own. 
way: could not you ! my dear, ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to me. I left the 
room, and therefore cannot tell 
what followed; only, that on my 
return, at ſupper time, your bro- 
ther and Mr. Seymour were abſent, 
and Lady Stanmore ſaid, never 
mind them; they are. a couple. of 
odd animals. But I am ſo taken 
up with my own affairs, that I for- 
got to tell you that Elmira and 
Zappora are at the Caſtle, and at- 
tend Lady Lindores to-morrow. to 
Edinburgh, who would not go 
without them. I told, you I had 
made a party to viſit the cottage. 
Iſent a note to apprize Elmira, * 
our intentions, and to know if it 


| vould be agreeable. to receive u 


Es 
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to which ſhe returned a favourable 
anſwer; and Lady Lindores, my. 
ſelf, your brother, and Mr. Sey- 
mour went in her Ladyſhip s coach; 
we alighted, and went through 
khat part of the mountain where I 
firſt found out the cottage. El- 
mira never looked more beautiful 
than on that day. I believe, I ne- 
ver gave you a deſcription of her 
perſon. Then take it now, though 
I am not good at deſcription. She 
is now about nineteen, rather tall, 
but not ungracefully ſo“ She has 
dark brown hair, with one of the 
fineſt complexions imaginable ; ha- 
1 eyes, almoſt approaching to 
black; a Grecian noſe, and a moſt 
lovely mouth and teeth; a neck 
finely turned, and ſhoulders and 


waiſt that "ny — all * 
4 ex 
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ſex to excel them; a finely formed 
hand and arm white as the moun- 
tain ſnow. Now you will allow, 
that ſhe, poſſeſſing all theſe qua- 
lities, muſt be a complete beauty 
fo ſhe is. Hebe herſelf never ap- 
peared more lovely than does El- 
mira Raymond. Vou might, if 
this deſcription came from one of 
the other ſex, ſuſpe& the account 
to be partial; but if one wo- 


man praiſes another, I have been 
told, you may give her credit for 


twice the beauty or accompliſh- 
ments allowed by her own ſex. 1 
think, however, I have done juſ- 
tice to Elmira, and no more. Lady 
Stanmore is very envious at the at- 


tention paid to her, and ſays, that 


the ſtory about her father is made 
, in order to catch ſome man 
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who will marry her, thinking her 
the daughter of a gentleman ; and 
that, as the ſhip was wrecked in 
which ſhe came, the jewels may 
not originally have been her own. 
Vile inſinuation ! which could pro- 
ceed from none but ſuch. a mind as 
Lady Stanmore's. Mr. Seymour 
and your brother have juſt been 
with me to convey Elmira from 
her cottage, with her faithful friend 
and attendant Zappora, to the 
Caſtle, as Lady Lindores intends 
ſetting out for Edinburgh early in 
the morning. Mr: Seymour takes a 
place in their coach ſo far as they 
go, and then intends. to proceed 
directly for France or Italy. I feel 
greatly for him. He ſeems to be 
_ overwhelmed w ith a deep and fixed 
melancholy. He ſighs often, 5 
TN a8. 
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| has avoided , mentioning either 


your or your ſiſter's name. I did 


not ſpeak of you to him, asI would | 
not keep open a wound that I could 


not heal. Edmund returns with 
us. I think I have given you a 
good account how we are diſpoſed : 
of. Are not you ſurprized at Miſs 
Weſt's condeſcenſion in marrying 
the land- ſteward? He has had a 
kindneſs, for her, it ſeems, ever 
ſince he met us at eee but 
never durſt preſume to declare his 
paſſion until our departure was 

talked of; and then, the fear of | 
loſing his fair one, emboldened him 
to diſcloſe his paſſion to the houſe- | 


| keeper, who informed her Lady. of 
it; and ſhe, 1 ſuppoſe, thought 


with Roſalind, in As you like it, 


when ſhe addreſſed the proud | 


Hhepherdeſs, 
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ſhepherdeſs,  ©* Sell when you can, 

you are not for all markets;” for 
Miſs Weſt was ſummoned to o Lady 


Stanmore's dreſſing-room; and, 


after a conſultation, Mr. Macal- | 
pine was invited to ſup with the 
family; where, if you had been 
_ preſent to have ſeen the many lu- 
dicrous cringes and bows he made 
to Lady Stanmore, and the ſoft 
glances he exchanged with Miſs 
ps it would have been next to 

impoſſibility to have avoided 
Lntichting : every thing was con- 
cluded in the courſe of two days, 
but the wedding cloaths, with 
which Lady Stanmore is to preſent 
the bride. I am to have the ho- 
nour of being bride's-maid. Good 
MI. Sylveſter is to marry them. 


| "Iu. n = a match of intereſt 
8 pa ... a on 


— 
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on both ſides, and ſo Iwiſh chews. 


joy. You have given me great de- 


light, to hear your ſiſter is about to 
recover her health. I wiſh you 
could have continued a little longer 
with her. Do you know why you 
are recalled: home? Your brother 
ſays, Mrs. Beauchamp cannot bear 
to ſee or hear that any one is happy, 
and that the fear you ſhould be ſo, or 


contribute to the happineſs of your 


ſiſter, is is the cauſe why ſhe defires 
to recal you. He begs that he may 


be remembered to you, and that 
you will wait on his uncle, and in- 


form him, that he expects to fee 
him in the courſe of ten days: 
when J hope to embrace my dear 
Honoria; until which time I Tab-. 
kribe myſelf her © + | 


| Moſt affectionate, 


4k MATLLDA LEICESTER . 


Fd 
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You have ſet. me a hard taſk 
Io poize my art againſt Lady Har- 
| ley s J think! Was it not Ik 1s 
true I never yet was foiled by a 
woman ; and I will do my beſt to 
retain the ſuperiority of our ſex. 
Yet, in cunning and ſtratagem, 

they are nearly our equals I think. 

' . You, too, to be cheated, and lulled 
into ſecurity by. an idle. tale that 


an old nurſe would. rd have be 
: lived! 


E 


2 


** 
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heved ! Seymour i is gone to yon, 
the fools at Stanmore Caſtle— 
who told you ſo? Did any of your 
friends, juſt returned from the 
North, ſee him there ? No! I can 
anſwer that queſtion. Lady Har- 
ley too, to me preaches up her fide- 
lity, and conjugal affection. Did 
ſhe ever give you one proof of her 
attachment ? ? When I told her that 
you was hurt at her indifference, 
the raved about her virtue, ho- 
nour, &c. but it would not do! I 
watched all their-motions from her 
chamber-maid down to the hind 
that follows the ſheep, and am 
not the dupe. of a ſtory. told in 
order to blind me. Seymour has 
been lurking in diſguiſe about the 
lodge theſe, many days paſt; but has 
bor | not 
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one opportunity, through 


my y vigilance and thofe who wait 
my nod ; no, not even to convey a 
line to her Ladyfſhip, who I be. 


heve, fuſpects me of watching her, 


and conſequently hates me. You 
fee how I incur the frowns of the 


fair merely to ſerve you, as I muſt 
own 1 ſhould not like to ſee you, 
my old friend, laughed at, and 


woule nder A all the ſer 


I have: Beth 2 Seymour went 
to town laſt night. Endeavour to 
find: him out and let him be watch · 


ed: A few days will bring her 


Ladyſhip's virtue and fidelity to 
an ecclairciſſement. She is greatly 
piqued that you do not write to 
her. Her woman told her that 
LS 1 I had 


I] had received letters from you, 
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SIR JOHN,'SEABRIGHT, 


* 


Y \ HAT! Seabright, are you 

turned knight errant, and ſtay in 
the country to watch a beautiful 
damſel in the abſence of her old 
dotard of a huſband ? For heaven's 
ſake quit your ſtation, and let him 
get a dragon or a duenna, and 
come to town. Mrs. Beauchamp 
is quite ſurpriſed that you can 
miſpend your time in ſuch a man- 
ner. She wants to introduce you 
to her particular friend, Lady Stan- 
more. There is youth, beauty, 
and 


822 
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and fortune to boot. We contrive 
to manage the old cit tolerably 
well : but, I think, he too is grown 
a little ſuſpicious of late, and has 
brought home his daughter. We 
ſhall not, however, be reſtrained 
by her ; for, if he does not behave | 
well, we ſhall leave him, and ſue 
for a ſeparate maintenance. Why 
don't you ſtrike a bold ſtroke ? Do 
ſomething that will give you eclat 
in the world? One bare-faced piece: 
ofgallantry will make your fortune. 
The women will adore you for it : 
and the men will envy you for 
having more effrontery than them- 
ſelves. Mrs. Beauchamp is a fine 
woman, and at preſent very neceſ- 
ary to my finances. To draw the 
purſe ſtrings of an old rich cit is 
very well now: and when ever I 
Cs can 


— 
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can meet with any better fortune, 2 
Alien, madame. That's my way. 
. ſuſpect ſome how that it is ſome- | 
thing more than friendſhip to this 
ſame Peer that detains you at the 
lodge.—TI hope I am right. Dupe | 
him, and I'Il forgive your abſence; | 
for Lhear by the bye, that he rob- 
bed a very good fellow of the girl. | 


One n turn deſerves another. 


ours, 


4 LA noeh 
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1 Ms « dear 1 muſt inſtant. 
ly, on the receipt of this, fly to 
| town. Lady Harley has been car- 
ried off from the Lodge by Mr. 
Seymour, his Lordſhip ſays, but 1 
cannot believe it; I am in a ſtate 
little ſhort of diſtraction. Sir 
John Seabright, I am ſure, is the 
man who now detains our ſiſter: 
for I had a letter from her, only a. 
tew days ago, where ſhe accuſes 
him of profeſſing a paſſion for 
| ber — F 1 have ſince ſhewn to 
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Lord Harley, who diſregards every 


line, and fays it 1s all her con- 
ſummate art, in order to cover her 
flight with her paramour; and 
that Seabright is a man of honour, 
with whom he could truſt his 
life. Haſte to purſue the villain 
and deliver Conſtantia. Our un- 


cle entreats vou to ſpare neither 


money nor Pains in the purfuit. 
1 know that your affection to 


the moſt amiable of women wil 
urge you to relieve her as ſoon 


as poſſible. Excuſe my importu- 


nities, w here, I am ſure, none are 


neceſſary. Mrs. Beauchamp ſays, 


it was a. concerted matter be- 
' tween. Lady Harley and Mr. Sey- 
mour : and my father pays im- 
plicit obedience to whatever ihe 


bays; f therefore 1 have no conſo- 
lation 
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THE EARL.OF STANMORE 
To | 


WILLIAM  O8SORY, £4, 


| 0 DEAR- 6 IR, 
Stanmore Caſtle, ; 
| T is with the moſt heart felt con- 0 
cern that I addreſs you on a ſubjet b 

1 


that is as painful to me as it mult 
be diſpleaſing to you. The matter | 
I allude to,: 1s, the hitherto incon- 
ſiderate conduct of Lady Stanmore, | 
who could not entertain a wiſh 
it would not be my pleaſure to ſec 
ratified, if it could be gratified 
conſiſtently with propriety and our 


common intereſt. Yet, I cannot k 
ſuffer my eſtate to be waſted in p: 
0 

temporary amuſements, where my 5 
er 


happineſs 1 18 * in the leaſt con- 
„ ſulted, 


1 


\ 
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the utmoſt diſcontent at this place : 
yet is ſhe conſtantly adding to my 
expence, by buildings and other im- 
provements, of which you, Sir, 
pere a witneſs before you left us; 
and which have increaſed confi, 
derably ſince your departure. Be- 
tides, I have made ſome purchaſes 
in order to enlarge my eſtate, for 
which payment will ſoon be de- 
manded, and I muſt aſk your aſ- 


amining the deeds executed on our 
marriage, which I left entirely to 
Lord Harley, I found that it would 
be impoſſihle for me to make 


tune, without her concurrence, not 
doubting, however, but ſhe would 
radily agree to any thing that 


i K 9 14 : a, 
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fulted. Lady Stanmore expreſſes 


hſtance to complete it. On ex- 


any uſe, of Lady Stanmore” 8 for- 
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might improve my fortune, and 
of courſe, my conſequence. I men- 
tioned to her . Ladyſhip, that ! 
ſhould trouble her to aſſiſt me in my 
preſent payments : when, to my 
utter aſtoniſhment, ſhe anſwered, 
that if I choſe to buy land, my own 
eſtate muſt pay for it, as ſhe did 
not want any. My pride would 
not fuffer me to make a ſecond ap- 
Plication to her Ladyſhip : but, to 
you Sir, I now make it, as I am 
dertain, that on your repreſenting 
what ought to be done, ſhe will 
readily do it. I did once hope that 
this would not have been neceſſary, 
but as it is now abſolutely un- 
_ avoidable, I muſt entreat your 
pra and excuſe. 
. 55 am, dear Sir, 


. 1 Yours fincerely, 
„ STANMORE. 
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HENRY SEYMOUR, EGA. 


T 0 


"2; 


GEORGE BEAUCHAMP, Egg. 


en, | mY 
aſs 3 
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honour of being perſonally known 


to you, my letter will be joyfully 
received, when I tell you that I had 
the ſupreme happineſs of reſcuing 
your niece, Lady Harley, from the 


hands of a villain; I mean Sir 
John'Seabright, who had ſeized her 


perſon, and would perhaps have 


taken her life. She 1s now with 
Lady Lindores at Edinburgh, to 


which place I conveyed her, in or- 
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der that no imputation might fall 
on her character, by being reſcued 
accxdentally by me. My happineſs, 
on this occaſion, is not to be def- 
cribed. The only pain I feel is, 
my not being able to puniſh the 
villain, who prevented my purſuit 
of him by giving me a ſtab in the 
breaſt ; but this wound is only a 
flight one, and in a few days | 
ſhall be able to congratulate you in 
perſon. I am detained at this place 
by a tight fever, occafioned more 
by the ym of 1 9 — tie 
r | SE ISI 1907 


P am, x sir 7 
| | Yours, | 


50 RENRY rect 
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LORD H nnen 


15 MUCH. fear. that. you will 


blame me, though youwould be very 
unjuſt if you did. I have done all 


and more than was poſſible for man 


to accompliſh. You have, doubt- 
leſs, heard that Lady Harley was 
carried off by Seymour, and of the 


manner of his proceeding. I had 
ordered my horſes that I might ride 


to the town, to ſee if there were 


any letters from you, as, if they 


had been brought to the houſe, 
they might have been diſcovered 
F 4 I thought 
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I thought this caution beſt. Dur- 


ing my ride I was ſeized with 2 


violent pain in my fi ide, which 


obliged me to go to bed at the firſt 
inn in the town I could reach; 


which prevented me from return- 
ing to the lodge that night. And, 
to return next day, as I was pre. 
paring, one of your ſervants came 
on horfeback into the inn yard, 
on his way to inform vou, that 
his Lady had been ſeized as fhe 


walked with her woman in the | 
wood, and carried to a poſt chaiſe 


and four, which- waited on = 
other ſide the thickfet hedge. 

inſtantly turned my horſe and ny 
fued them, but without ſucceſs, 
until the evening of the third day, 
when I heard that they had paſſed 


the o — hours before me; 


for 
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for I was ſure that it muſt be Berk 
by rhe deſcription of the lady. 

took freſh horſes, purſued, — 
overtook them. I called . on the 
villain Seymour a either to give 
up the lady, or inſtantly. to give 
me ſatisfaQion for your Lordſhip. 
Lady Harley declared, that ſhe had 
| not been forcibly taken away, but 
with her own conſent, and that 
{he would never return. Some of 
their ruffian- attendants came be- 
hind me, and gave me a blow on the 
head, on which I fell to the ground, 
and do not remember any thing but 
that, on opening my eyes, und 
myſelf in a decent cottage, where 
the good people aſſured me, that 
they never thought I would ever 
[peak again. I ſent for a chaiſe, 
and have been conveyed to this 
F 5. place, 


166 FATAL reEERS 
place, where it was thought proper 
that I fhould be let bloed, and ret 
a day or two, as the fatigue of my 
journey might otherwiſe be dan- 
gerous. Fhave no doubt of being 
able yet to recover Lady Harley, 
I would have you avoid ſeeing any 
of her family, who will, no doubt, 
Have innumerable excuſes for her. 
F wilt ſee you as ſoen as poſſible, 
when we will concert matters how 
| wpuniſh the wretches. 5 
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_ FOHN SE ABRIGHT. 
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Edinburgh.” 


ow ſhall I relate the ſuffer- 
| ings1 have experienced ſi ſince Iwrote 
toyou from Harley Lodge ? Thanks 
fo. Heaven I was preſerved. from 
greater violence. n, 

On the morning after 1 wrote 
laſt to you, 1 determined t to take 
my woman, and walk through the 
ihrubbery into the wood: fatal 
place ! for there Lord Harley | ſaw 
Mr. 8 Seymour, which has « ever ſince 
ziven him ſuſpicions, which wy 
preſent ſituation will, e 
only confirm. 
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We had not gone many paces 
bafors we heard ſome footſteps be- 
hind a clump of trees. I ſtopped 
and liſtened ; but not hearing any 
thing ftir, we proceeded ſome ſteps 
farther, when four men, with crapes 
on their faces, ruſhed out, and 
ſeized me, and the other two Mary, 
whom they bound to a tree. Iwas 

deprived by my fright of the power 
of ſpeech. One of them held a 

piſtol, which, he told me, he would 
fire, if 1 oftred to make the leaſt 
noiſe. or reſiſtance. They dragged 
me along to the little gate which 
leads to the road, and forced me 
into a chaiſe, into which two of 
the fellows came, whilſt the other 

two, who pulled off their maſks, 
mounted horſes. Half dead with 


terror, I ſuffered theſe monſters to 
N | pro- 
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proceed for a conſiderable length 
before I durſt aſk them what they 
were going to do with me: when 
one of them replied, to obey Lord 
Harley*s orders, and bring me tomy 
ſenſes. They added, that, if I made 
the leaſt reſiſtance they would dif- 
patch me inſtantly ; but that, if T 
went peaceably, they were to uſe 
me well. Ithen enquired to what 
place they were conveying me. 
This, they ſaid, I muſt not aſk, as 
| they did not themſelves know that. 
On the firſt evening we ſtopped on 
a bleak and dreary heath, and the 
horſes were taken from the carriage, 
whilſt, T was told, I muft remain 

attended all night. I ufed both 
prayers and tears to be informed 
why Lord Harley meant to uſe me 
1 in ſo dreadful a manner. * got no 
anſwer. 
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anſwer.) At day- break the horſes 
ere. a un put to the carriage, and 
e proceeded. a. E miles further 


e 


ped, they. brought me a ben of 


© "iis: which J drank. They alfo 


offered me ſomething to eat ; but 
this I could nat taſte on account of 
the horror of my ſituation. Whilit 
Wwe. ſtayed at the door of the! inn, 1 
thought 1 ſaw Sir John Seal ol 
paſs. the carriage, and 1 am now 
certain it was him. L aſked the 
people. if 1, Was, right in my con- 
| jecture as to Sir John; and, whe- 
ther 1 ſhould ſee Lord Harley o. 
my arrival at the place to which 
they were carrying me. That they 
could not tell, was all the anſwer 
they would give. The monſters 


7 had refreſhment tor. Ae in 
he 
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the carriage, together with a great 
quantity of ſpirituous liquors, of 

which they aſked me to taſte. We 
were met by freſh-relays.of horſes, 
and proceeded acroſs the country, 
in order, I ſuppoſe, to avoid. any 
town, fearing that I might there 
endeavour, by cries or other mean 
to effect my eſcape. Every ſtep 
the horſes took increaſed my ap- 
prehenſions ; and 1, came, to a ret 
ſolution, notwitkſtanding 
threats of my guard, that. chk | 
carriage or perſon I met, 2 would 
ſcreams to. them for aſſi e. The 
drivers were told, that 1 3 run 
away from my huſband, and that 
they were conveying me back to 
him: therefore, they would have 
been regardleſs of my cries, had 


1 — any At. ta + 
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the afternoon of the ſecond day, 
we were obliged to travel in the 
and, not long 


turnpike road, 
after, I ſaw a chaiſe approaching 
us: this gave me courage, and, as 
it paſſed, I put out my head and 
gave a violent ſcream—when, good 
Heave s1 who ſhould 1 fee but 
Mr. Seymour's ſervant, James. 
'T he carriage paſſed too rapidly for 
his maſter either to ſee, or be ſeen 
dy me. I was certain the ſervant 


knewme, for he called out, ſtop, to 
the carriage that had gone before. 

Inſtantly, a man on horfeback came 
up to the drivers, and ſwore moſt 


dreadful oaths, that if they ſtop- 
ped, he would, that moment, blow 
dut their brains. At this inſtant 
the other chaiſe croſſed the head 


of the — and it was not then 
9 poſſible 
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poſſible to proceed. Mr. Seymour 
jumped out, and ran to the win- 
dow near which I fat half dead. 


The twy ruffians, who had kept 
guard over me, fled ont at the op- 


polite door. Sir John Seabright 


aimed at the breaft of Mr. Sey- 
mour with a knife he held in his 
hand, and gave him a flight 


wound: but, finding his accm- 


plices fled, he put ſpurs to his 


horſe and rode off at full ſpeed, as 
1 was afterwards. informed: for 


during the conteft I had fank: to 
the bottom of the chaiſe : nor do 
remember any thing until 1 


found myſelf ſupported by Mr. 


Seymour in a room, with two or 
three women about me, who were 


anxious to reſtore me to life. Mr. 
Seymour looked pale: his ſhirt 


Was 
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Was ſtained with blood: my it 
was this circumſtance which firſt 
brought me to a recollection of 
what had paſſed. I feared he was 
hurt more than he would own, 
and was happy to find the wound 
but ſlight. I then related to him 
all that had paſſed; that I un- 
derſtood Lord Harley was prepared 
to execute ſome cruel deſign, for 
Which I had been ſeized ; and that 
Sir John Seabright was the direc- 
tor of the whole. I cannot relate 
to you how much delighted this 
amiable man was to have been my 
preſerver, or how. cautious to a- 
void any cenſure that might fall 
5 on me: qa delicaey of regard, 
wWwahich I ſhall, with ſincereſt gra- 
titude, remember until my lateſt 
breath. He deliberated what w 4 
GA 1 = het 
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beſt for me to do; for, mdeed, 1 was 
hardly able to judge for myſelf; and 
at laſt adviſed me to permit him to 
conduct me to Lady Lindores at 
Edinburgh, from whom he had juſt 
parted; and with whom 'he had 
travelled from Stanmore Caſtle. 
You will remember; Miſs Leiceſter; 
in her letters to you, mentioned 
this Lady. We were now within 
two days journey of Edinburgh; 
and Mr. Seymour ſaid, that he 
would prevail on the daughter 
of the landlord of the inn to 
accompany me in the chaiſe, and 
that he himſelf, with his ſervant, 
would attend us in another. To 
this propoſal. Jagfeed, as, in the 
family of Lord Lindores, I ſhould 
be ſafe from farther inſult until I 
could conſult my own, friends how 


I mould oy 
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I ſhould act. We arrived, at this 
place laſt night. Ifound a warm and 
elegant reception from Lady Lin. 
dores, who wept over me, and de- 
plored the hard fate of both Mr. 
Seymour and myſelf. He leaves us 
in the morning, and will, proba. 
bin, be the hearer of my letter. 
Why! Oh 1 Why does Lord 
Harley perſecute me thus? I ne- 
ver can, indeed, I never can live 
with him again. To put me in 
tbe hands of common ruffians 
without accuſing me of a crime, 
is an enormity almoſt incredible, 
But thank Heaven I am ſafe at 
preſent. I ſhall be anxious for 
n My, bt 


I Ire HS Hi): Yours," 

uo 7} ; 

- DOPE HARDEY. 
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MISS LEICESTER; 
ro 


MISS BEAUCHAMP. 


| can eaſily conceive the ſtate 
of your mind, when you wrote to 
your brother, entreating him to 
puniſh the wretches who have 
taken away your ſiſter. Heaven 
grant that by this time you may 
have recovered her again, or that 
you are in poſſeſſion of intelligence 
where ſhe is. Edmund did not 
wait here longer than his horſes 
were ready, and departed, breath- 
ing vengance on the villam who 
00 ag all this miſery to Lady 
A 


| 5 1 
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Harley. He is a ſpirited young 
man, and I greatly dread the im- 
petuoſity of his diſpoſition. He 
took my hand at parting, and ſaid, 


Miiſs Leiceſter, time does not allow 


me to ſay all I intended on our 


_ ſeparation. There was a theme 
nearer to my heart than any that! 


have yet touched on, and of which 


1 wiſhed to have ſpoken to you, not 
2M doubting, if you, diſapproved of 
my ſentiments, that I ſhould till 
retain your Sendo. Time now 
8 Preſſes. Perhaps the life of my 


ſiſter depends on my ſtay: there- 
fore, ſhould we never meet again, 
give a ſigh ſometimes to the me- 


mory of him whoſe lateſt thoughts 


will dwell upon you. He turned 
from me in haſte, and was quitting 


che room when Lady Stanmore 
entered. 
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entered. Oh! ſaid ſhe, what are 
you taking a tender farewell: well, 
1 won't interrupt you. She ſhut 
the door; but Edmund followed 
her to the drawing- room, where 
could not attend. I do not know 
any thing ſo diſtreſſing as taking 
a formal farewell of any perſon for 
whom we entertain a particular i 
frendihup, eſpecially when th Ly. S 3 
are going to encounter any danger, 1 
and where there is a 1 
of never ſeeing them again. The 
thoughts of my laſt ſad interview 
with my father, at the moment 
Mr. Beauchamp left us, preſented . 
itſelf to my imagination, and I felt 
an indeſcribable agony. Perhaps“ 
whilſt I am writing here at eaſe, 
your ſiſter is in the utmoſt diſtreſs. 
Good Heaven guide your brother 
N | to 
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to her relief, and preſerve him alſo 


from danger ! T will not ſhock you 
with the inſinuations Lady Stan- 


more throws out on the preſent 


vecaſion. They a are worthy of her- 
ſelf, who never feels for the diſtreſs 
of any human being. I will give 
you one inſtance of her unfeeling 
_ diſpoſition. - She has [abſolutely 


- the knows it is impoſlible for his 
" Ay; her preſent ſituation, to 


accompany bim, and that his ab 
fence is a kine of temporary death 
to her. Men, fn 


80 I think: but, when a woman 
is married, it as ill becomes her to 


endeavour to eſtrange the affec- 


* from his own fa | 
95 : * 


perſuaded Lord Lindores to ſpend 
the winter in London : although | 


> lays, ſhould not 
be tied to the aprons of their wives 
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E mily. The licentiouſneſs of both 
Lady Stanmore's words and actions 
aſtoniſhes me. And conſtructions 
have been put on her conduct not 
very honourable. Poor Lord Stan- 
more is not happy: indeed, ho- 
ſhould he? He ſeeks ſolitude, or 
attaches himſelf to the bottle. Sad 
alternative! I did not intend writ- 
| ing to you again during my ſtay in 
this country, Which we leave the 
day after to-morrow ; but the con- 
tents of your letter to our bro- 
ther alarmed me fo. much , that 1 
could not reſiſt giving you a few 
lines. I am fo truly diſtreſſed, on 
the preſent unhappy occaſion, that. iy 
Ican think of nothing elle. a6 EF: 
ſhould have told you that Miſs - 
Weſt was married the day before 
yeſterday to Mr. Macalpine ; ; and 
r. Hl, I allo, | 
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alſo, that Mr. Graham was o 
truck with the beauty of Elmira, 
that he has, this morning, follow. 
ed her to Edinburgh; though he 
makes a pretence of buſineſs for his 
journey. Lady Stanmore under- 
ſtands the real motive, and is very 
angry; for ſhe cannot bear to loſe 

the attention of any man. In about 
= week, I hope, we ſhall meet. 


MATILDA LEICESTER. 
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$IR JOHN SEABRIGHT 
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COLONEL LA ROCHE. | 


/ 


Yo U have, doubtleſs, heard of 

the pretty ſcrape I am in at pre- 

ſent ; and you muſt aſſiſt in get- 

| ting me. out of it. Perſuade the 

Beauchamp family, that you know 

Lord Harley's intentions were to 
confine his Lady for life; and that 

ſhe was carried off by his orders: 

Whilſt I will alſo. make him be- 

eve that Seymour carried her off, 

and that I purſued them in order 

to bring her back. . Curſed chance 

mrew that fellow in my way, - | 
G 2 o ther-. 


* 
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otherwiſe I had profited by your 5 

16 defire that I would dupe Harley, 
his is a plan of your's; and you 
| muſt get me clear of it. Don't 
truſt Mrs. Beauchamp : I hare 
other deſigns in which ſhe muſt 
aſſiſt me. 1 ſhall not come to town 
directly, making a wound, which] 

ue ver received, my Freut. 
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MISS BEAUCHAMP _ 


1 
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LADY LINDORES. © 


Yo UR Ladyſhip's late protec- 
tion and Kindneſs to my ſiſter,” 
makes me hope that you will for- 
give me in impoſing on you a di 1 
agreeable, though friendly taſk. 
beg that you will inform her, in 
the tendereſt manner poſſible, or! 1 
the death of Lord Harley, which 
happened yeſterday evening. He 
vas killed by my brother in a duel. 
The particulars, as far as 1 can 
learn, are as follow: enn 
8 G 5 on 
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letters which ſhe had written to 
me, particularly the one before, 
and ; the other after ſhe was car- 
ried off. J complied immediately 
with his requeſt. - He put them 
into his pocket, and went inſtantly 
in ſearch of Lord Harley, whom 


ting, and, with more warmth. than | 
he ought to have done, called Lord 
Harley a villain, and demanded to 
know whither he had carried his 
ſiſter? I muſt obſerve, that. we 


8 Preſſion towards * Ladyſhip, and 


4.00 
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My brother, on his arrival in 
town, demanded to ſee Conſtantia 


he-could not meetwith until eyen- 
ing. Edmund was ſhewn into the 
room where his Lordſhip was ſit - 


were not then informed ſhe had 


been reſcued by Mr. Seymour. 
Lord Harley uſed ſome harſh ex- 


| ſaid ö 
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fad, he had no doubt but Edmund: 
had aſſiſted Mr. Seymour in carry- 
ing her off. This irritated my 


brother, and he replied with equal - 


| afperity. Lord Harley drew his 
ford, and bid him defend him- 
ſelf: When, after a few paſſes, 
Lord Harley fell, and, that mo- 
ment, expired. There was a gen- 
tleman preſent with Lord Harley. 
Edmund had come to Lord Har- 
ley alone, not expecting any ſuch 
conſequences, though he had de- 
termined, if he did not get a direct 
anſwer, to demand fatis faction of 
his Lordſhip. Judge the diſtrac- 
tion of our family when we were 


mformed of this dreadful event. ay 


We obliged my brother to fly im- 
mediately to the Continent, al- 
a G 4 though 
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though he only fought in'his own 
defence, and will, no doubt, be ac- 
quitted. Break this ſhocking in- 
telligence to Lady Harley as gently | 
as poſſible: as I know that, to 
have been, though innocently, the 
occaſion of Lord Harley's death, 
will aMi& her greatly. I will n 
over and conduct her to England 
as ſoon as poſſible. Our uncle 
Beauchamp, who is at preſent 
much grieved, deſires, as well as 
my father, to condole with her 
under this trial; to entreat that 
ſhe will bear up under it with the 
fortitude of innocence; and that 
your Ladyſhip will accept their 
kindeſt thanks for your atten- 
tion and goodneſs to — I alſo, 


dew, beg my moſt reſpeAtul 
com- 


4 
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compliments to Miſs Raymond your 
fair viſitor, and am, with the ut · 
moſt regard, 


Vour Ladyſhip's obliged, 


8 


HONORIA BEAUCHAMP. 


/ 
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WILLIAM OSSORY, EH. 
| OW 


THE EARL OF STANMORE. 


MY LORD, 


10 CANNOT ſay but your bande 
has greatly ſurpriſed me. That 
you ſhould think proper to arraign 
the conduct of my daughter for en- 
tering into a few amuſements inci- 
dent to her youth and ſituation in 
life, aſtoniſhes me. I cannot ſay, 
that I obſerved any greater impro- 
priety than this during my ſtay at 
Stanmore. As to Lady Stanmore's 
refuſing to aſſiſt your Lordſhip in 
; ing good the purchaſe of land, 
1 think 
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I think that ſhe was not blameable. 
Your Lordſhip ought to have in- 
ſpected the deeds previouſly to your 
marriage: and then, any applica- 
tion on your part would have been 
unneceſſary. I intended the for- 
tune I gave my daughter to pro- 
vide for a young family, who might 
perpetuate her name, as well as 
that of your Lordſhip's; and I 
think, with Lady Stanmore, that 
my eftate in England, and your 
Lordſhip's in Scotland, is at preſent 
ſufficiently large, and that any ad*- 
dition that might be made to it. 
would only be a waſte of money. 
The incumbrances which were on 
the eſtate at the time of your union 
_ vith my daughter, have, by her 
fortune, been diſcharged. Any little 
| indulgencies ſhe might alk of your 
8 036 - Lordſhip, 
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Lordſhip, I hoped, when I choſe 


you from a number of ſuitors, ſhe 
would not have been denied. Train- 

ed up from her cradle to indepen- 
dence, I do not wonder that ſhe 
cannot-brook reſtraint: _ No one, 
I beg leave to obſerve, would be, 
more tenaciqus of your Lordthip's 
rights, as a huſband, than myſelf, 
my own honour being ſo materially 
concerned. That this may be the 
laſt letter which will paſs betwixt 
us on ſo diſagreeable a ſubject, is 
the earneſt with of r 


a "Your Lordſhip's 
 Aﬀe&tionate father, 


abet, e WILLIAM 0880RL 
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MISS LEICEST ER. 


MAD AM, 


Vo U will nin my 8 a- 
bruptly addreſſing you on a ſubject, 
where the utmoſt delicacy is re- 
quired, and on which J feel the 
greateſt apprehenſions. The pre- 
ſent period adds greatly to the an- 
xicty with which I have long been 
tormented, and obliges me to declare 
a paſſion which was inſpired the firſt 
time I had the happineſs of ſeeing: 
you; which each ſucceeding day has 
| rengtherads: by ſhewing you in 
| ſome 
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ſome more intereſting point of 
view; and that you poſſeſſed qua- 
lities which the ſplendour of for- 
tune could neither admit nor diſ- 
play, but of which Iwould not ſee 
you diveſted for all the riches of 
that unfeeling woman, with whom, 
at preſent, you have the mis for- 
tune to live. 

Perhaps your: heart is not, at 
this moment, at your own com- 
mand: the. affections, Iknow, are 
atbitrary, and will not be controlled 
-I will yet however hope, until 
I receive your anſwer, for. which I 
ſhall wait as impatiently as if my. 
life or death depended on its con- 
tents. My amiable fiſter has been 

the victim of an unalterable paſſion, 
which has produced events that 
may ſubject me to your diſpleaſure 


8 3 
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and condemnation. Nothing but 
the abſolute neceſſity of defending 
my ſelf ſhould have made me draw 
| my: {word on the fatal evening in 
which Lord Harley fell. 1 am 
confident, whatever may be the 
reſult of this declaration, that Miſs 
| Leiceſter, whoſe heart glows with. 
the fineſt and moſt delicate ſenſi - 
bility, will not trifle with a paſſion 
at once ardent and fincere, but will 
return an anſwer as ſoon as poſſible 
to him whoſe felicity ſo much de- 
pends on her, and whoſe timidity 
would not allow him to make an 
earlier acknowledgment ' of his 
ſentiments, ae always ſenſi- 
ble of her worth. I en in 

the utmoſt anxiety, e 


Hers, moſt ſincerely, | 


EDMUND BEAUCHAMP. © 


136 FATAL FOLLIES, 


— 
- 4 * 
g 5 


— 


MIS 5 2 EIC EST ER 


* 
# da. 


ss BBAuHAur 


- Groſvenor Square. 


T was s late laſt night when we 


: arrived, otherwiſe I would have 
written a line to my friend, whoſe 


mind, I hope, is ſomewhat more 


at eaſe than when ſhe wrote laſt to 


me. I was greatly ſhocked and 
ſurpriſed on your coming to Edin- 


burgh, where we ſtopped one night 


at Lord Lindores's, to find Lady 
_ Harley there, and to hear of his 
Lordſhip s death. Lady Lindores, 
who is poſſeſſed of a moſt feeling 
heart, had juſt received your letter, 
| EE. , and 


ſne entreated me to aſſiſt her. Lady 
Stanmore ſeemed totally unconcern- 


with the greateſt indifference, to 
tranſlate a French ſong which Lord 
| Lindores had written in praiſe of 


ſee me, and inſtantly! enquired if I 


feared, would afflict her, and there- 
fore durſt not tell them. She. 
2 aſked, 


and knew not how to tell the dread- 
ful news to her Ladyſhip, therefore 


ed at the whole affair, and ſat down, 
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ber beauty and accompliſhments. I 
accompanied Lady Lindores to the 
room in which Lady Harley was 
ſitting. She was extremely glad to 
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had heard any news, as, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
was in the utmoſt anxiety, not hav- 
ing yet heard any intelligence from 
any of her family, although the poſt 
had arrived more than two hours. 
I faid, I had juſt heard news that, I 
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atked;. is my father, 1s my brother 
fate? To which I anſwered, that 
they were, but that I ſhould yet 
mock her Where is Lord Harley? 
What does he deſign ſtill to tor- 
ment me? That now was impoſſi- 
ble I told her—ſhe then intreated 
to know the worſt, as her fears 
painted all I could ſay. Speak, 
Matilda! Does Lord Harley live ? 
I did not anſwer—ſhe fell on the 
neck of Lady Lindores, and faid, 
now I know the worſt! Did that 
villain, Seabright, kill my huſband? 

I did not tell her that he fell by 
the hand of your brother, fearing, 
leſt the repeated. ſhock. ſhould be 
too much for her weak frame to 
ſupper "80; but endeavoured to 
ſoothe her into a reſignation to 
her S She wept: much. After 
'A time,. 
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a time, ſhe appeared more compo- 
fed, and I then related, with the 
aſſiſtance of Lady Lindores, all the 


particulars. of the dreadful tale, 
which greatly increaſed your ſiſter's 


agony: who deeply regretted, both 
that Edmund ſhould have been ſo 
unfortunate as to kill Lord Harley, 
and was alſo ſenſible, that her 
character might ſuffer from his 
Lordſhip" s not being convinced of 


her innocence; as ſhe doubted not 


but that wretch, Seabright, was the 
occaſion of her preſent misfortunes. 
Good heaven preſerve her from fu- 
ture miſery ; as no creature ever 
ſuffered who ſo little deſerved it! 
Surely your father muſt reproach 


himſelf as the author of all this - 


diſtreſs—There is another ſubject 
on which I am to ſpeak to you 
When we next meet. It is an in- 
V | tereſting 
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tereſting one to me; but one about 

which it is impoſſible for me, at the 
preſent moment, to write. 

I left Lady Harley very ill, and 
| ſhe begged that you would not de- 
lay coming to her directly. 


Adieu! Your's 


MATILDA LEICESTER. 
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EDMUND BEAUCH AMP, E 


6 1 v E me leave to return my 
thanks for the ſentiments you are 
pleaſed to entertain of me, and to 
aſſure you, that in whatever ſitu- 
ation of life fate may place me, I 
ſhall always think of you with the 
utmoſt gratitude. More tender 
ſentiments I ought not to indulge, 
nor can I ever allow myſelf to think 
of indulging them, wiſhing, as 


I do, for the welfare of your fu- F 


ture life. You are the heir of your 
uncle's great fortune, who would 
ae "dd 
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de for ever offended at your union 


with me, an orphan, totally deſti- 


tute of every thing but a heart 
that diſdains to render the man 


wretched whom ſhe cannot make 


entirely happy. Vet believe me 


when I declare, and I hope I do 


not tranſgreſs the bounds of deli- 


cacy, that no one has impreſſed my 


mindwith tenderer ſentiments than 
thoſe I felt on the receipt of your 
letter; and I wiſh it was in my 
power to convince you how much 
you . the eftoem vr | 


. MATILDA LEICESTER | 
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'THE COUNTESS OF STANMORE. | 
2 
k . BE AU CH AM P. 


7 18 ee to be a letter * 
condolence on the diſtreſſes of your 
family: but, for the life of me, 1 
cannot compoſe one melancholy 
line. This I am abſolutely ſorry 
for; that, according to etiquette, 
it will be impoſſible for you to join 
in any parties juſt at preſent ; but 
we muſt make amends afterwards : 
that is all I know. Pray do let 
me know what has been the real 
cauſe of all this horrid buſtle ? 

My 
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My Lord is in great grief at the 
death of Lord Harley; which is 
more, I dare ſay, than his widoõw 
feels, whom I ſaw at Edinburgh N 
juſt as the news came. I did not ſee 
her until the ſtory had been told 
her; when ſhe was in violent dif. 
treſs. It was that ſly Seymour 
who carried her off; but they want 
to have it underſtood that he reſ- 
cued her; and that Lord Harley 
was running away with her, which 
is ridiculous enough : for, I am 
certain, he muſt have been heartily 
tired of her before that time came. 
What, in the name of wonder, could 
Sir John Seabright intend by riſking | 
his life? For, I am told, the is a 
very handſome fellow. Vou pro- 
ned to introduce him to me: 
85 I to youll 


FATAL F OL L 1E 8. n 145 


you'll keep your word, 1 hope, fo, 
thougn they are pretty profuſe 
in {their cenſures of that gentle- | 


man, Jam not frightened at him. 
But, to clear up Lady Harley*s re- 


putation, the blame muſt lie on 
ſomebody. Miſs Leiceſter is my 


only companion at home, for my 
Lord is grown ſo inſufferably fond 
of drinking (which, he ſays, I 
could prevent, but which 1 ſhall 
not take the trouble to do) that 
Jam almoſt melancholy. Why: 
ſhould not every one purſue the 
amuſements moſt ſuited to his 
own taſte ? I am abſolutely juſt like 
Lady Townley in the comedy, for 


| love almoſt every thing which. 
my Lord hates. There i is a charms _ 
ing party at Edinburgh : Lord 
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Lindores, who, by the by, is fol: 
lowing me up to town, is the only 
decent creature amongſt them. 
Lady Lindores and Lady Harler 
are juſt ſuited to each other. Then 
there is a gil, that Leiceſter has 
dignified with the name of Miſs 
Elmira Raymond, who came from 
the Eaſt Indies, or the ſtars, and 
was found with her apron full of 
diamonds, in a cottage near Stan- 
mare Caſtle. Matilda and ſhe made 
up a good ſtory, and Lady Lin- 
dores poor ſtupid woman !. be- 
lieved them, and brought Miſs to 
Edinburgh! She has contrived to 


win the heart of a Scotch laird, who 


followed her, and actually talks of 
marrying her. The jewels, no 
doubt, have dazzled his eyes. I 


have 
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have had a letter from my father, 


in which he informs me, that Lord 
Stanmore has found out that my 
fortune is not at His immediate dif- 
poſal, and that he is diſpleaſed 


with my conduct. So am J at his, 
therefore we are even. If I were 
again ſingle I would never ſtudy to 


make a prudent match, but would 


pleate myſelf. When we were firſt 
married, Lord Stanmore was a 


ſprightly elegant young man ; now 


he is a dull ill-natured ſot. Sad 


reverſe! and Lord Lindores ſays, 
if I were not the beſt tempered 


woman living, I ſhould not put up 


with his behaviour: nor will I 
long, Iam determined. I am go- 
ing to a route this evening at Mrs. 
Wilton” s, in order to put myſelf 
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148 FATAL FOLLIES. 
in ſome degree of ſpirits to appear 
in the gayer circles. I am ſorry 
you cannot meet me; but you 
may depend on a call i in the morn. 
ing. 


— 


Adieu! ma chere. 


Yours, 


A. STANMORE 


FATAL FOLLIES, 


HENRY SEYMOUR, Tas 


„ 


uiss LAURA SEYMOUR. 


[zxow that you, my deareſt 
ſiſter, will rejoice with me when 
you hear, which I doubt not you 
have done before this time, that I 

have been able to render Lady Har- 
ky an eſſential piece of ſervice, 
and to deliver her out of the hands 
of a villain, who was carrying Ren. 
off, perhaps to take away her life. 
She is at preſent at Edinburgh with 
Lady Lindores ; who, you know, 
vill take all poſſible care of this 
amiable and * eee Wo- 
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man. That Beauchamp has fought 
ad killed Lord Harley in a duel, 
you are alſo informed ; à deed, 
of which I greatly envy him, 
having intended to challenge him 

myſelf the inſtant I could have tra- 
velled. But F have been confined 
ſome days on the road, by a ſlight 
wound I received from a cowardly 
ſcoundrel hired by Harley, for the 
pur poſe. of inſultin g his. wite. That 

the ſhould ever have been his grates 
my very ſoul. Laura, in the per- 
ſon pb lg Lady, Harley, vou would 
not know your friend Conſtantia. 

It will not be long, I hope, before 
your acquaintance, | of which you 

have ſo often lamented the diſcon- 
tinuance, is again renewed. Iwill 
| not deny, to my ſiſter that hopes 


eh I once. $hopght. dead; are 
=. {pringins 


* 


8 
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ſpringing up a- freſn in my mind, 
though the time when it is poſ- 
fible for them to be realized, is 
very far diſtant. Surely the de- 
licacy of Conſtantia, for. I can now 
write the name without a ſigh, will 


not be a ſecond bar to my happi- 


neſs. Yow muſt, as uſual, be my 
 .interceſſor : it is a taſk know you 
will chearfully undertake. Stop, 


brother, you will ſay, I hope you 


will make ſome allowance to de- 


cency and propriety of conduct 
and character, both on your own 
part, and on that of Lady Harley. 


S0. I will, my dear Laura, and 


when you are a lover you will un- 


derſtand the ten thouſand incon- 


ſiſtencies attendant on that paſſion, 


and alſo on what trifles hopes are 


raiſed, or fears created. IJ. have 


4, received: 


———— CCC TTT : _ 
8 a 4 2 5 * r F * 8 _ 
e ERS 
o 


RIP DDE 090 Et Bees 
* 4 _ - 7 
F FX 


* 3) On 


F * . n * . — f 

Ab 2 1 4 « 
„ K ß www. awd. ay 
ke er ee BoB rod og rant. 7 n 
1 3 — 3 — r r r 


- ** 2 


s, 4: 
53'S * nr” — 
, CE ne Rs 
— — 2 21 , 
* — op 


152 FATAL FOLLIES. 
received a moſt elegant and friendly 
letter from Mr. George Beauchamp, 

to whom I wrote immediately, and 

ſent my letter, expreſs, on my 
placing Lady Harley with our 
friend at Edinburgh. I could not 
bring myſelf to write to her father, 
who was certainly the author of 

all theſe dreadful calamities, 1 

ſhall not now, as I before intended, | 


embark for either Italy or France; 
at leaſt I ſhall firſt wait ſome little 
17 | time. f | | 
And, now that my mind i is a lt. 
tle more at eaſe, I will give you a 
ſhort account of the family at 
Stanmore Caſtle. My friend, Lord 
| Stanmore, you already know: 
that is, you did know him; for 
matrimony has altered him ama- 
zingly. I do not wonder at this, 
| bn E for 
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for his Lady and himſelf are, ac- 
cording. of the guns. of the 


| poet, 


Il ſuited to ; His other—jcincd, not match. * 


She is every thing that is the re- 
verſe to an amiable woman, being 
greatly addicted to coquetry, which 
is to me deteſtable in any woman 3. 
but a vice, in a married one, which; 


all her other virtues, if ſhe had 
any, could not overbalance. Oh! 
what a contraſt could I ſhew to 
Lady Stanmore! This woman 


has been nurſed in the very lap 


of indulgence. Her will muſt - 


be abſolute, - or her huſband's 
head would ach, which it has- 
done very often ſince their mar- 
rage, if I am not miſtaken. He 
diſdains, however, to complain, 
a maintains a manly. dignity, 
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154 FATAL FO LI ES, 
which. J greatly admire. Lady 
Stanmore had need of a large "ug 
tune, as the is profuſe in her ex- 
pences. She has filled the houſe 
with paintings, until every room 
looks like a picture gallery. The 
hall and portico are crowded with 
ſtatues of the higheſt value. In 
Mort, every thing that is expen- 
five; 1 in the higheſt degree, is to be 
found in the caſtle, which wanted 
no aid from foreign ornament to 
add to its dignity or magnificences 
yet you will be aſtoniſhed when I 
tell you, that Lady Stanmore hates 
the country, the houſe, and every 
thing about it; and, if I were to 
judge from her ſeeming indiffer- 
ence, her huſband i is not excluded 
from her general diſſatisfaction. 


There is a moſt amiable and de- 
ſerving 


3 
9 @ + 


13 FATAL FOLLIES 155% 
ſerving young Lady, the daughter 
of an officer who is dead, who is 
a companion to her Ladyſhip; and 
who, whenever ſhe is diſpleaſ- 
ed, is ſure to feel the effects of her 
chagrin in ſome ſatirical ſtroke.. 
Beauchamp has a tenderneſs for. 
her; and, I think, ſhe is truly de- 
ſerving of him. What his uncle 
may think on the ſubject I know 
not; but, as he is a very amiable, 
though odd character, he may be 
brought to approve their growing 
paſſion. I ſay theirs: for Miſs 
Leiceſter feels no diſlike to the at- 
tentions of Edmund, Iam certain; | 
and, I alſo know, that Lady Stan- 
more is diſpleaſed at him for dif-- 
tinguiſhing this charming girl with 
any degree of notice. » There is a 


Wa Wen another humble friend 
eee of - 
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of her Ladyſhip ; but a confiden- 


tial one, as is eaſily ſeen. This 


creature is a waſp 1 m her nature, 
but is regulated in her behaviour 


Juſt as ſhe ſees good or ill humour 


prevail in the Lady of the Caſtle. 


She is to marry the land-ſteward ; 


nay, I ſuppoſe is united to him by 
this time, as all preliminaries were 
agreed on when I came away. If 
they pay but as implicit obedience 
to each other, as they. do to their 
fuperiors, they may vie, in conju- 


gal duty, with any pair in Scot- 
land. You fee how a little time, 


and the change of a few circum- | 


ances, has turned me into a mere 


trifler. I hope foon to ſee vou. in 
town. In the mean time, 


1 am now, as I ever was, 
7! 5: our affectionate 


HEN RT S ET MO,. 
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LADY STANMOKRE 


y . 
* 7 
— 
; 4 " 
. > of : O | 
4 - 


* + 


MRS. MACALPINE. 


You U ſee how very attentive 1 


am to you; and that, though 4 


have not been in London more 


than three weeks, I am anxious to 
know how you like your new ſitu- 


ation; . and alſo to communicate 


any little news to entertain you. 


The news- papers have informed 


you of the wonderful exploits of 


Mr. Seymour and Edmund Beau- 
champ: the one in running away 


with Lady Harley, and the other 


in killing the giant her huſband. 
Bet they have concerted a fine 
tale— 


* 
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tale—that Seymour only reſcued - 
her out of the hands of Sir John 
Seabright, who, in reality, was 
the particular friend of Harley; 
and who, during his abſence, had 
the care of his Lady; and, on her 
elopement, thought himſelf in 
Honour bound to purſue them, and, 
by, doing ſo, had nearly loſt his 
life. I was. introduced to him.the 
other evening, by Mrs. Beauchamp, 
at the Ducheſs of Rs route; 
for he is forbid the houſe of the 
old citizen: he is really a moſt 
Charming creature — tall, elegantly 
x made, and dances like an. angel, 
J gave him an invitation to Groſ- 
venor- ſquare, for which Lord 
Stanmore is very angry; but I ſhall 
not let him regulate what company 
„Ia to keep. This may do very 
| 9 LY well 
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tl for Mrs. Beauchamp to ſub- 
mit to, but not for me. She 1 le. 
violently attached to-a Colonel La 
Roche, a particular friend of Sir 
John's. I don't doubt but we ſhall 
have ſome very agreeable parties in. 
the courſe of the winter. By 
Mis Leiceſter is ſo taken up in 
weeping for the misfortunes, and 
in vindication ef the conduct of 
Lady Harley, that I have not much 
of her company. Indeed, Lam as 
well without it, for ſhe joined my 
Lord in an. argument againſt me 
the other evening, about my ad- 
mitting Sir John Seabright as a 
viſitor here. When he is received 
in every other family, where he 
formerly viſited, why am not I at 
| liberty to make an acquaintance. 
with him? * Mrs. Beau- 
champ 
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champ ſays, he is perfectly inno. 
cent of any ill intention to Lady 
| Harley. But my Lord ran on 
in a long ſtrain about the impro- 
priety of my countenancing him: 
and, as I tell you, Matilda join- 
ed him; which I will not for. 
bet. Adieu! 
And believe me, 


7 - q 
- 7 
2 


VPoours, ſincerely, 


* 
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LADY HAR LEY 
MisS BEAUCHAM 7. 
bode 7 5 Diisbügn 
| Again * up the pen, though 


with a trembling hand. Nothing 
but the immediate interpoſition of 
that Providence, in which F have 
ever truſted, could have preſerved 
me in the hour of danger. And 
the rectitude of my on heart has 
been my ſupport ever ſince that 
dreadful day. That my brother 
thould have raſhly encountered 
Lord Harley, is a matter of infinite 
affliction to me: I wanted not ven- 
nds I Wy v for Joly 
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I am deſtined to. Gl and will 


patiently ſubmit. Lady Lindores 


has endeavoured to reaſon me into 
ſome degree of compoſure ; but, 


where the mind is hurt, time is the 


only phyſician; although I thank 


all my friends who intereſt them- 


ſelves on my accouut. To Mr. 


Seymour I owe eternal obligations. 


only one requeſt to make, in which! 


The ſtrict propriety of his conduct 
my utmoſt gratitude. I have 


beg that you, my ſiſter, will join me, 
to Mr. Seymour: it is, that he will 
not perſiſt in the reſolution of ſeek- 


ing ſatisfaction of Sir John Sea- 


bright. Tell him, that to be the 


cauſe of more blood- ſhed would 


be only accumulating ſorrows on 
my head; and that T will depend 
on the Juſtice of heaven to avenge 


5 my * 1 moſt truly * 


75 
— . * x 
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the death of Lord Harley, who 
if guilty, was ſent to his account 
with all his ſins unrepented . and 
who, if he was not privy to the 
attempt made to carry me off, died 
in doubt of the innocence of my 
character Miſs Leiceſter, with 
Lady Stanmore, paſſed a night here 
in their _ to town. The for- 
mer of theſe ladies, communicated 
thedread ful contents of your letter, 
to Lady Lindores, to me, with the 
utmoſt delicacy. I wiſn I could 
ſay, that Lady Stanmore Had be- 
haved with equal propriety His 
Lordſhip wrote me a very polite 
letter, and ſent to my room, ex- 
preſſing his ſorrow at the melan- 
choly event, and offering his ſer- 
vice in any commiſſion I would 
give him as to the funeral, or the 
ſettle - 
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ſettlement of Lord Harley's affairs, 
Of this kindnefs 1 gratefully ac- 
cepted, as I know that my uncle 


Beauchamp is confined to his houſe. 


The charge of thoſe matters would 
trouble him, and my brother can- 
Hot with propriety interfere; there- 


fore Lord Stanmore will give all 


neceſſary orders. I need not ſay 

how happy your preſence here 
would make me. Lady Lindores 
and Miſs Raymond deſire their 
compliments to you, and aſſure 
you, that they are as impatient fot 
* arrival, as is ut 


oy  AﬀeRtionate ſiſter, 
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EDMUND BEAUCHAMP. 


a 4rtod bs; {14:: : Grofvencr'Square. 
| MOST fincerely condole with 
you on the late malancholy event. 
Although . I certainly entertained 
an eſteem for Lord Harley, yet it 
Is impoſſible for me, or any one, 
to juſtify his conduct with regard 
to your amiable ſiſter. T he ſtories 
that the tongue of llander is now 
buſy in circulating to the prejudice 
of her character, it ſhall be my 
buſineſs to contradict. I have not 
the ſmalleſt doubt of his Lordſhip 8 
neanneſs in condeſcending to em- 


iel 


* 
o 
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ploy Sir John Seabright to carry 


her off; whereby her fame might 


be injured, and he, in ſome meaſure, 


authorized in his intended ill treat- 
ment of her. I believe, this, from 
the teſtimony of letters found in 
Lord Harley's paſſeſſion, of a recent 
date, that have paſſed between him 
and Sir John, whom | believe to 
be a very great villain; as he has 
made numberlefs lies in relating 
the ſtory. With regard to Mr. 
Seymour's being privy to their 
ſchemes, it is impoſſible; as he, 
you know, had left us but very 
lately. The blame will reſt, where 


it ought, on Lord Harley and his 


accomplices. Thave, according to 
ner Ladyfhip's deffre, mache all 
neceffary arrangements until the. 
eur returris to England.” By the 


marriage 


* 


„ PATATL Forts. 167 
marriage ſettlement, I find, ſhe is 
poſſeſſed of Harley Lodge and two 
thouſand pounds a year. I hope 
ſhe will recover both health and 
ſpirits to enjoy the bleſſing of free - 
dam: for marriage, at beſt, is but 
a ſpecies of flavery ; - and, indeed, 
my friend, I am heartily ſick of it: 
though I profeſs, ' that had Lady 
| Stanmore poſſeſſed but the diſpo- 
tion I hoped to find ſhe did, 1 
fhould have been truly happy. 
She is ruined by what would make 
any other woman happy; an inde- 
pendant fortune. For this J have 
in a great meaſure to blame Lord 
Harley, to whom left all the bu- 
lneſs. of the marriage ſettlements. 
This guardian let Mr. Offory do juft 
as he pleaſed, who has ſettled all 
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contradicting any aſperſions that 
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and younger children. Therefore, 
without her conſent, at is not in 
my power to uſe a ſhilling of it. 
This might have furniſhed an af. 
fectionate wife with an opportunity 

of diſplaying her attachment o 
her huſband : and it hurts me 
much, to find, that my eaſe is not, 
or ever was conſidered: by either 
Mr. Offory or his daughter. This 
is an unintereſting ſubje& to you, 
therefore exculc me for its intro- 


duction. 1915 
_ Why a vou continue on the 


i Continent! you are in no danger, as 


the gentleman, who was in the 


room, can prove that you drew 


in defence of yourſelf. Therefore 
return: it is neceſſary that you 
' ſhould, in order to join with me in 


may 


v ATA 10 LIE S. 69 
may bo caſt on Lady Harley—I ſa wr 
Seymour, laſt night, who is in 
raptures that he ſhould have been 
fortunate enough to yield aſſiſtance 
to your ſiſter in the moment of 

danger. Vour uncle Beauchamp, 

is ſo fond of him, that if you don't 
ſoon return he may make him his 
heir. Mifs Leiceſter is perfectly 
well: though, I can ſee that ſhe” 
is very uneaſy. During all this con- 
fuſion, I know this piece of intel- 
Nee will e welcbe from TO TH 


| 


* ours, 


sTAN MORE. 
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Baoond Street. 

_ was a good lucky hit 
of Beauchamp' s, and has faved-me 
a world of pains, as I can now de- 
volve the whole blame on Harley, 
as dead men tell no tales. He will 
not be at all the worſe for it, and 
1 may ſave myſelf from being pur- 

ſued by her Ladyſhip's knight er- 
rant, Seymour. I hope Harley 
burnt the letter wherein I accuſed 
him. I know he generally burnt 
the epiſtles he received, the mo- 
ment he looked them over; and 


uſed to ſay, that none but a love- 
letter 


— 


— _ 
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letter would bear a ſecond reading. 
would not allow Lady Harley to 
enjoy her widowhood in peace, if 
thought her worth contending 

for. I have now , other game in 
view. I believe that you was right - 
when you adviſed me to ſtrike a 
bold ſtroke: for, ſince my return 
to town, I find myſelf taken more 
notice of by the women, and not 
without attention fw men on 
ſx, Mrs. Beauchamp has, no 
doubt, told you, that ſhe lack nighe, 
introduced me to Lady Stanmore. 
Thad ſome doubts about her Lady- 
ſhip's reception of me after the 
fracas that has happened, as Har- 
ky was guardian to her Lord; but 

found, after a feëẽ moments con- 
erſation, that Lady Harley and 
der Ladyſhip were not intimates, | 
_— "for. 


— 


8 muſt be 
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for: ſhe imr 


gave a few inſignificant ſhrugs, and 
aſked: her Ladyſhip's opinion of 


the affair. She, I found, was en- 
tirely on my ſide. I endeavoured 


to cultivate her good opinion, and 


ſucceeded ſo well, that, before we | 


parted, the gave me an invitation 
to her houſe. 
lucky that 1 ſhould not be admitted 


at Beauchamp 33 but, as Þ ſhall get | 
a footing at Lord Stanmore's, 1 
uſe as I ſtep out of the other. 


There Was a n good elegant 


2 . 4 : f 8 figure, 


zediately began to en 
quire into the truth of the ſtory. 
She did not believe it, ſhe ſaid; az 
it uias now told. I did not enter 
into particulars, ſaid the ſubjed 
was now become a delicate one, as: 
Lady Harley was a ſingle woman, 


It is. deviliſh un- 
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ſigure, with Lady Stanmore, who, 
I was told, was an humble compa- 
nion. That appellation was miſ- 
applied, I think, for ſhe eyed me . 
with evident marks of diſdain and 
diſapprobation; and, on my at- 
tempting to ſpeak to her, ſhe turn- 
ed away her head, and quitted her 
ſeat. She is not my friend; and 
muſt, if poſſible, be removed. Af- 
ter J have paid my firſt viſit in Groſ- 
venor- Square, I will call on you: 
but, moſt 3 we — meet 
mene 224i 

1 ſhould be confoundedly ha 
for the death of old Harley, were 
not my own ſafety ſo materially 
concerned. However, this affair 
may, as you ſay, give me eclat, 
and I may find ſome old dowager, 
lufficiently enamoured with my 

I 3  _ perſom, 
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5 Balsbach. 
Lo received your very 
friendly letter, and communicated. 
part of its contents to Lady Har- 
H. I have wept frequently at the 
relation of her ſufferings, ' and 
have endeavoured to contribute all 
in my power to amuſe her fince ſhe 
came here. Every day diſplays the 
goodneſs of Lady Lindores towar ds 
me, and I can never expreſs the 
half of my gratitude to you, for 
 intereſtin 8 this amiable woman is 
much in my ſituation, as to offer 
her ir friendſhup and protection in 
* + which 


recollection of my friends not be. 
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which I feel myſelf truly happy. 
A ſigh frequently eſcapes me at the 


ing happy. Leave Lady Stanmore, 
let me entreat you. Lady Harley 
alſo joins me in this-requeſt. She 
will think herſelf obliged by your 
paſſing as much of your time with | 
her as you like. Conſider of this 
2 ſay, you v will make your friends 
muh, by quitting a ſituation un- 

of you, and which mul 

1 8 Fr every day become mare | 

| W 8 1 5. ſome fortune, 
and half of that 1 will freely give 

| to yon. Had my mother been 
living: when yon firſt found out wy 
cottage, ſhe would baue adopted 
Jou, 1 am certain. Then be my 
bas in 2 this country, by ſup 


poling 
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poſing that I belong to ſome one. 
My er family I cannot find 
ont; and, if I could, perhaps 
they bre not believe my ſtory, 
4 I have no other proof of my 
being Captain Raymond's daugh- 
ter, than my own word. Mr. Gra- 
ham is ſtill in Edinburgh, and is 
very attentive to me. Lady Lin- 
dores ſays, he is very inquiſitive 
about my ſtory which ſhe has told 
him, and that ſhe is certain that 
he means to offer me his hand. 
This it is impoſſible for me to ac- 
apt, although I have the higheſt 
opinion of that gentleman. I have: 
determined never to marry unleſs. 
ate ſhould clear up the myſtery: 
that is how thrown around my 
un and this I never expect. 
_ 8 = 


Lady Lindores is in the utmoſt 
grief this evening, as her Lord, who 


has promiſed to deliver this into 


your hands, departs for London 
early in the morning. He has, ever 
ſince his return from Stanmore, 


been very inattentive to her La. 
dyſhip, who never: ceaſes to re- 


gret the eſtrangement of his af. 
fections. Lady Stanmore was cer- 
tainly to blame to encourage atten- 


tions from any man, but more 


eſpecially a married one. Lady 
Lindores is, however, determined 
to follow her huſband as ſoon as 
"ſhe recovers from her lying in, of 
which ſhe is now in hourly expec- 
tation. I ſhall then have the ple 
ure of again ſeeing my friend. In 
the mean time, L have ſent. you m 


pictu 1e. 
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picture. It is reckoned a great 
likeneſs 3 - I ſhall expect yours in 


*., 


* 
- 


I am b 
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FA 
hange. - You ſee 
a miſer. However I truſt to your 


forgiveneſs. 


EXC 
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Yours ſincerely, 
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MISS LEICESTER 


| Boulogne. 
THIS morning received your 
e and moſt welcome letter, 
wherein you have relieved my mind 
from the utmoſt anxiety. I have 
kiſſed your letter, talked to it, and 
uttered a thouſand ſilly expreſſions 
for which you would laugh at me: 
but which I am not aſhamed to 
confeſs. I had no other way of 
expreſſing the joy I felt at the aſ- 
ſurance you gave me, that no one 
had inſpired you with a tenderer 
ſentiment than Edmund. I was in 
| a ſtrange 


2 N bs, 5 
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A range country, and had no 
friend near to whom I could relate 


your generoſity, in thus relieving 


4 


me from the tortures of faſpence. 


To read over and over the charm- 
ing lines, was my only reſource. . I 
believe my ſervant thinks me crazy; 
for I have done nothing but ſend 


him to the poſt-houſe, to ſee if 


any packet was come in, that E 
might get my letters from England, 
and if your's ſhould be favourable, 
return thither, as ſoon as poſſible, 
in order tu ſee you and expreſs my 
thanks. Innamediately on my arri- 
val, I intend to wait on my uncle, 
to tell him hom much my heart is 
intere ſted in his allowing me to offer 
you my hand, and rely entirely on 
Us indulgence. I know his nature 
5 generous, and I hope very thing. 
ad! N I cannot 
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I cannot bear to ſee: my dear Mif; 
Leiceſter, allow me to uſe ſo fami- 
Lar an expreſſion, / any longer in 
o humiliating a ſituation. Why 
my - amiable woman do you fay, 
that you dare not indulge a hope of 
being united to me? Are you not 
the daughter of a gentleman, and 
except in fortune, in every thing 
elſe more than my equal? Love and 
Reaſon, they ſay, are ever at vari- 
ance: but in my caſe, I think they 
are for once united. Pure love, 
L agree with Milton, ſprings from 
reaſon. I ſhall wait on Lord 
Stanmore, to whom I have many 
obligations, and confeſs. my regard 
ow” I ſee by his laſt letter to 
that he ſuſpects my attach- 
ce and Lam fo proud of it, that 


0 be ſhall not remain longer in doubt, 


than until I can obtain Mr. Beau 
champ's conſent to throw myſelf 
at your feet; which, with proſpe- 
rous gales, I hope, will not be re- 
tarded longer than two days. Theſe, 
however, to me, will be a century; 
and, that they may appear as great 
2 a to en is the mee 
Th 7 = 


/ Yours unalter ably, 


EDMUND: BEAUCHAMP-. 
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e s a 
1 WILL, if poſſi ble, ſpend this 
afternoon - with my friend, as I 
have many ſubjects on which I wiſh 
to talk to her and aſk her advice. 
Lord Stanmore is abſent on account 


of ſome affairs of the late Lord 
Harley, and her Ladyſhip. has a 


route, at which, I underſtand, that 
monſter, Seabright, is to make one. 


I cannot bear the ſight of him. 1 
wonder he his admitted by Lady 


Stanmore, after his Lordſhip had 


told her that he totally diſapproved 


of 


8 um 
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of her receiving him, and, chat if 
be met him in his houſe, he would 
certainly affront him: but ſhe per- 
fiſts 1 in her determination. Lord 
Stanmore appealed to me onee or 
twice during the diſpute on that 
ſubject, ana his arguments wore f6 
proper, that it was impoffible For 
me to differ from him in opmien. 
Ihave greatly offended my Lady by 
hat Laid; but Loould'wot avoid 
it. I am indifferent about what 
he may ſay of me, being Aeter- 
mmed to quit che family. Howto 
diſpoſe of myſelf, I with ve adwiſe 
with you; and, as Mrs. Beauchamp 
is expected here, This will be the 
beſt time to find you alone. pe” 


have this momertreceiv ed alet- 


ter from Elmira, from the hand of 
Lord Lindores, who is juſt arrived 
N N in 
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in town. The letter is accompa- 
nied with her picture ſet round 
with brilliants. I will bring it 
with me, and you will ſay. that ſhe 
is a charming girl. She expreſſes 
the greateſt friendſhip for me; and 
Jays, that Lady Harley is much 
better a circumſtance of which 1 
am very happy to be informed. 
Her] Adyſhip has Kindly offered me 
an — from the inſolence of 
Lady Stanmore, which I ſhall not 
heſitate, at a proper time, to ac- 
Cept. I only intended this for a 
ſhort note, but have ſwelled 3 it to 
| che 1e of a letter. 


1 Adieu! Yours, 


8 "| MATILDA LEICESTER 
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How many unexpected events 
may happen in the courſe of 
three or four weeks? This family 
is, at this moment, in the utmoſt 
confuſion, occaſioned by Lord Stan- 
more's ſudden illneſs. He is at 
preſent in a violent fever, the ra- 
pidity of which aſtoniſhes the phy- 
ſicians who all declare that, if 
there is not an alteration, very ſoon, 
for the better, little hopes can be 
entertained of his Life. Lady 
Stanmore has juſt. diſpatched an 
expreſs to her father, ine his 
cant atten- 
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— rr ce Bn rr Ee CSCO — 
4 * "1 
" : 1 
, P o „ 
. * 


Ba TAL POLL 128. 


attendance i in town. I will now 
give you an account of the cauſe 
of Ais L xdihip's: illneſs. I am 
forry to ſay, that Lord Stanmore's 
indiſpoſition originated an the mif- 
conduct of his Lady. 

When I returned from your 
_ tous, laſt night. you kmom it was 
abo eleven. The company-were 

mot tre up, and ꝗ determined to 
Wait 1 'OW 1 moon until they 


ot; when Mrs. Kier, 


che iouſe-ketper, . came, and told 
in that LondStannmo! „ 


abomt right ck peofectly ſaber; 


che company ata, but ant out 
_ a 93 and, that he 
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ders never to admit Sir Jehn Sea- 

bright again. After this, he ſent r 
her Ladyſhip. When ſhe came down 
to him there were very high! words 
between them; and, as her Ladyffirp 
came out of the room, the footman 
heard her ſay, that ſhe deteſted a 
ſot, and that if he did not know 
n to Weather, the Nw oon 


N » 


up Aairbte Jef We dots paßt His- 
Lordſhip ordered the coach, and 
vent out; and the coachman, on 
his return, ſaid that he was 7 
down at a tavern. The poor WO 
man related this ſtory to me with 
the greateſt concern, for ſhe had 
been in the family many years, | 
having lived with his Lordſhip's 
father,” As ſoon as Lady Stanmoye 
n partec with her company, I 
- _ joined 
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joined her in the drawing room, 
pleading a head- ach, as an apology 
for not Leeing⸗ ber before. She 
1 told ber chat * n gone — 
before I came home. Thank hea- 
ven ! for that ſaid ſhe, for he came 
home drunk, and was very near 
coming up ſtairs, and affronting 
my company: and he had abſo- 
lutely the inſolence to order the 
porter not to admit Sir John Sea- 
bright. She ran on againſt his 
Lordſhip with great. acrimony for 
half an, hour, when we parted for - 
the nicht. I went to bed directly. 
About five o clock, I was awakened 
by a violent rap at the ſtreet door, 
and ſoon after the porter rang his 
bell with equal force. The bauer. 


Kehr. WhO l in the next room 
to 
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o mine, aroſe: and went down. 
She came into my room ſoon after, 
and told me that, ſhe believed, Lord 
stanmore was dead, or would die 
very ſoon, for that he was brought 
home in a chair, in a ſtate of utter 
inſenſibility. She aſked my advice 
whether ſhe: ſhould. not acquaint 
her Lady. This I thought very 
proper, and dreſſed myſelf in order 
to go to her, which I did, and told 
her what Mrs. Kier had informed 
me, of the ſituation of Lord Stan- 
more, and that ſome advice might 
be — neceſſary immediately. 
No! no! ſaid ſhe, let him be put 
to bed, he will come ſufficiently to 
himſelf in the morning to be my 
torment. I left her Ladyſhip, filled 
with indignation at her unfeeling 
conduct; and went down into ther: 
_ parlour, 


Mz FATAL FOL LIE S. 


— where his Lordſhip lay on 
a ſofa, with very little appearance 


of life, which ſhocked me greatly, 


| His ſervants carried him up to a bed 


which was prepared for him, and 
Mrs. Kier, with myfelf, and his 


valet, determined to ſit up and fee | 


whether he would diſcover any 
ſymptoms of returning ſenſe. They 
uſed every method for this end, 


but without ſuccefſs. Mrs. Key | 
then determined to. call up his 


Lordfhip's phyſician' without ac- 
quainting her Lady of what ſhe did. 
Of this I greatly approved. When 
the Phyſician came, he found that 
he was in a high fever, and ſtayed 


by him himfelf, untił he thought 


proper to ſend for more advice, de. 
claring his Lordſhip was in immi- 
— 1 This happened about 


eight 
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eight o'clock, when I again ven- 
tured to her Ladyſhip's chamber, 
and told her what the phyſician 
ſaid, which greatly alarmed her. 
She aroſe in violent agitation, and 
flew to the room where his Lordſhip 
lay, who was at that time quite 
delirious. She pretended to blame 
the ſervants for not acquainting 
her of the illneſs of his Lordſhip. 
She has never quitted his room 
ſince, and is, or pretends to be, in 
great afliction 

There are little hopes, I am juſt 
informed, as the fever has ſettled 
in his brain. Heaven ſend that 
his youth may aſſiſt him in this 
ſevere conflict! The whole family 
are in tears. Mine fall on the 
paper whilſt I write. You ſhall 
hear from me the moment that 

YO. Mh + I can, 


I can. . I muſt attend Lady Stan- 
more, who is coming down, ſtairs; 
I greatly feel for her, becauſe ſhe 
muſt accuſe herſelf, and feel the 
ſtings of remorſe... 55 


— 5 


AO S *% 
SE 355, Adieu! Yout's. 


: MATILDA LEICESTER, 


. ö f 

® 
. 7 11 
4 
Y | 
| 4 

8 
* 
bY 4s 1+ ; ; 
1 % 
N * 


:DMUND BEAUCHANMP, Eri. 


3 


G EORGE BEAUCHAMP, Efq. 


from the houſe of mourning. My 
friend Stanmore breathed his laſt 
in my arms, about half an hour 
ago. I am not capable # of n 
mother line. 


EDMUND BEAU CHAMP: | 
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MISS LEICESTER 
(7 
10 
MISS B OO MP. 
5 . was feally out of my power ll 
to write to you as I . promiſed Ml | 
Your brother acquainted you with 4 
the death of Lord Stanmore, which 
| 


had ſo violent an effect on my fyi- 
Hits, that'it was impoſſible for me 
| to hold a pen for thefe many days. 
. _ Yeſterday morning the remains 
[of his Lordſhip were removed 
from this houſe, and procerded 

to Stanmore, attended by a nu- 
merous train of | ſervants, who 


= bore the trueſt teſtimony to his 
=. V amiable 


FD) 


J 


amiable character in the unfeigned 


him to do the laſt ſad office. _ 
When I wrote laſt, the. whole 


Stanmore came down to. me in a 
diſtreſs of mind, of which I hardly 
thought her capable. She ſent 


to enquire what he thought of his 
and no hopes of his life. Vour 


deavouring to footh Lady Stanmore. 
Never did I ſee grief more truly 
painted than in his countenance, 
when informed of the ſubject of 
our diſtreſs. He entreated per- 
miſſion to go to the chamber of bis 
friend, to which he Was immedi- 


„ myſelf 
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tears which they ſhed in attending 
family was in great confuſion. Lady 
every minute up to the phyſician q 


Lordſhip. He was ſtill delirious, 


brother arrived whilſt I was en- 


ately ſhewn, Lady Stanmore and 


e} 
3M 
; 13 

7 15 
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[myſelf attending him. There were 
four phyſicians preſent, who all 
declared that it was impoſſible for 
nature to ſuſtain the conflict much 
longer, and entreated that we 

would endeavour to take Lady Stan- 
more out of the room. She re. 
Fufed to go for ſome time, but 
Edmund perſuaded her to comply 
with their requeſt, by promiſing, - 
that, i there ſhould be any ap- 
Pearance of returning reaſon, he 
would inſtantly inform her of it, 
as he would never quit his friend 
until his fate ſhould be determined. 
I, with her Ladyſhip, went into 
Her dreſſing- room, where a dread- 
ful and painful filence. prevailed. 
Every ſound feemed to agitate her 
toa moſt violent degree. At length, 


after waiting, a this ſuſpence, for 
LEY 7 mare | 
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more than an hour, your brother 


opened the door, looking pale as 


death, the big tear frembling 
on his cheek. He caſt a moſt/pi« 
teous look at Lady Stanmore, and 
fat down, leaning his head on his 


arm, which reſted on the back of 


kis chair. We could neither of 
us put a queſtion which we feared 


to have anſwered Whether his 


friend was ſtill living ? One of the 


phyſicians came, and broke our 
filence, by offering his condolence 

to her Ladyſhip, who immediately. 
burſt into a violent flood of tears. 


Soon after, Edmund took his leave, 


eſt ſorrow: I efideavoured all in 
my power to comfort the afflictetl 


mourner. Whether affection for 
. Lord 


apparently impreſſed with the deep- 
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Lord Stanmore now firſt- began to 
appear, or that ſhe was ſtung with | 
the reflection of herſelf being the 
cauſe of his death, I cannot fay, 
but ſhe was really an object of pity: 
not that any of the family was at 
all moved with her grief, as they 
did not ſcruple to ſay, amongſt 
themſelves, that ſhe was the mur- 
derer of their maſter. Veſterday 
- Mr. Offory arrived, and the meet. 
ing between his daughter and him- 
F felf was very affecting. He did not 
ſieem to expreſs that ſorrow, which 
3 Thad expected, at the death of this 
amiable young nobleman; but, be- 
gan to deplore the misfortune of 
his daughter having married him. 
He, poor man, loſt his life by the 


union. Ever ſince the arrival of 
. Mr. 


a 


— 


— 
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Mr. Offory, - 1 have been almoſt 
conſtantly alone, except when we 
meet at breakfaſt or dinner: as 


Lady Stanmore and he have been 
engaged in ſettling family affairs. 


She, Lalready ſee, will ſoon get 


over the loſs of her huſband; for 
ſhe this day ſent . for her milliner, 
and gave very minute orders as to 
her Mourning, which i 1s to be con 


ducted in all the pomp of grief. | 
Mr. Oſſory requeſted her to accom- | 
pany him to Oſſory-Place. This 


however, ſhe declined, urging the 
lowneſs of her ſpirits; which, 
with any one but herſelf, would 


haye been a reaſon for wiſhing the 


bociety, and conſolation of an af- 


fectionate parent: for it is yo 1 


lnat the is his ſole delight. 
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7 Ker, he hopes to tranſmit His! name, | 
and immenſe property, down to 
Foſterity, and cares not what be. 
comes of the reſt of the world. 
He is vexed to find his views all 
fruſtrated in her union with the 
Stanmore family. I have ſpent all 
this morning in receiving the viſits 
and cards af faſhionable 1 
from her Ladyſhip's friends. A. 
mongſt the cards I find the ig 
ble name of Seabright, at which! 
Mudder. What ſcorpions will at- 
tend on that man's pillow when- 
ever. he ſhall be called upon by the 
King of texxors I cannot ſee you 
before your departure for Edin: 
burgh, but beg to be remembered, 
in the tendereſt manner, to Lady 


Lindores, Lady 9 and Miſs 
Ray⸗ 


1 
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Raymond. To the latter of theſe 


5 


the picture. Tell her that it 
e taken great care of by 
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SIR JOHN SEABRIGHT 
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1 AM in the bigheſt ſpirits ima- 
ginable, La Roche! A young and 


beautiful widow in view is enough 
bo inſpire any man. I am in hopes 

that the accompliſhment of this 
project will reward me for my 
diſappointment in the laſt, at the 


failure of which I am now very 

glad. Lady Stanmore is already 

prepoſſeſſed in my favour: that is 
one ſtep gained. Engage Mrs. 


Beauchamp in my intereſt, and you 


ſhall taſte the fruits of the golden 


haryeſt, Were there not ſuch an 


harveſt, | 


to 
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harveſt, youth and beauty would 


have no attractions for me. Lady 8 


Stanmore's, conſtancy, during her 
late marriage, was rather a matter 
a little dubious or ſo. This, how- 
ever, I don't mind, as ſhe will al- 
low me to indulge myſelf, as 1 
pleaſe, and I ſhall ſoon be · very in- 
different whether a powdered. fop 
or a black ace ſhares her affections 
with me. But, your hand upon 
your lip on that ſubject I entreat 
you. I left my card this morning 
at her houſe, being deſirous of 
ſeeming attentive. Let Mrs. Beau- 
champ call on her, for ſhe will be 
admitted; and let her inſinuate 
how unhappy I am, or any thing 
ſhe pleaſes, ſo. that ſhe mentions | 
my name. Women know the way 
to move their own. ſex; ; and, if 

they 
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without” being ſuſpected. I truſt 
ro your friendſhip on this occaſion : 
and, as it is your” intereſt | alſo; 1 | 
ubt not but you will ſerve me, 
It is ſurpriſing how much weight 
a little ſelf-intereſt will have in all 
our actions? Not that I think you 
are governed only by that. If you 
are in want of. caſh I can ſupply 
you with fifty pieces... Send for 
them, and they are much at your 
ſervice. Vou will let me know 
when old daddy Oſſory is gone, as] 
will not attempt calling any more 
nutil he is: for Mrs. Beauchamp told 
me / yeſterday that Stanmore had 
ordered his porter not to admit me. 
again; and, I ſuppoſe,. Offory 
would take up the tone of the de- 


en His . for his rude- 
neſs 


8 


Ie OS 


neſs, has been puniſhed with death, 


and I have no deſire of killing or 


wounding any one but the heart 
of the Lady. Let me but get poſ- 
ſeſſion of that, and I ſhall ſoon. 


command her purſes I am going. 


out of town for a few days to-mor- 
e e 1 return . ſhall wad 


Fours, 


F.-Y » 
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letter reaches the hand of my dear Ml « 
Conſtantia, the characters in which y 
it is written will not be totally 1 
| forgotten, and that they vil WM: 
awaken again in her boſom ideas 4 
of tender friendſhip and affection, 1 
which have never ceaſed to exiſt, WM 1 
but which cruel neceſſity obliged [ 
to lie dormant for a time only to a 
be renewed again with double þ 
pleaſure ? Though prohibited from t 
expreſſing. my: ſhare in your unde- b 


ſerved 
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ſerved ſorrows, I. have, yet, fre- 
quently dropped a tear on the re- 
collection of your ſufferings I am 

not hypocrite enough to ſay, that 
| conſider the preſenta melancholy 
event, as it has been the means of 
reſtoring liberty to you, who was 
before a ſlave to en dup. Surely, 


experience Hah 9 of all your | 
virtues, and peace and tranquillity. 
will be your attendants during the 
remainder of your days. There is 
no bar now to your | happineſs. 
Then let me hope that Conſtantia 
will not be governed by a fooliſn 
punctilio. My brother dares not 
approach you even by letter, yet 
he tells me that he entertains hope, 
though diſtant. Think what you 
20h have ſuffered, and, then, 

_ pronounce. 
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e whether you think him 
preſumptuous or n. He has told 
me the Whole tale of your late diſ- 
treſſes; Which I Hall paſs over in 
filence, not wiſhing to remew them 
by obſervation on the eonduct of 
chim whoſe death I hope has ſuffl. 
ciently expiated his erimebs. Your 
| n Here, 
und the fudden death ef Lord 
— is the preſent topic of 
genteel converſation. Many and 
very different are the concluſions 
drawn on this occaſion: yet ever) 
one joins in blaming her Ladyſnip, 
who, I am told, though it is ſcarce- 
ly ſix weeks ſince the death of Lord 
Stanmore, viſits and is viſited, 
. Every evening. Her houſe is 4 
1 eonſtant ſcene of diffipation, and 
tue tongue of ſlander, Ever ready 
oon to 


> 
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to ſeize on # falling character, docs 
not ſcruple to fay, that the enter- 
tains two lovers at one time. The 
one, I am ſorry to ſay, is the huſ- 
band of the amiable woman at 
whoſe houſe you are a viſitor. - You 
will be ſtill more aſtoniſhed, When 
Itell you! that the other is Sir John 
Seabright, 1 hope this is not true; 
both on account of Lady Lindores, 
for whom I entertain the higheſt 
eſteem, and alſo for the ſake of 
Lady Stanmore herſelf, as I would 
not with even the worft of my own 
ſex to be united to ſo great a vil- 
lain as Sir John. I will now give 
you a piece of intelligence that I 
know will pleaſe you. I heard it 
whiſpered in a very reſpectable 
company, yeſterday, that your 
| brother Edmund is violently in 
love 


1 


i 


. 
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love wath Miſs Leiceſter, and that 
your uncle Beauchamp had given 
his conſent to the ir union. Should 

this piece of intelligence be true, ] 
ſhall hope that you will ſoon re. 
turn, as I know your affection for 
your brother and eſteem for Miss 
Leiceſter. Give me a line in an- 
ſwer to this, ſaying, that I have 
not been forgotten, and 1 will 
thank you. 
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11s 8 RAYMOND. 


Groſvenor Square, 
| Ws T me offer, my dear Elmira, 
a thouſand thanks for her valuable 
picture. 1 accept it the more rea- 
dlly, that it is in my power to make | 
a return, which ſhe will eſteem an 
invaluable treaſure ; the protec- 
tion and affection of an amiable 
and truly happy parent. Captain 
Raymond waits impatiently to fold 
his daughter in his arms. Haſte 
then, my charming friend to town. | 
Return with Lady Harley, who 
will be ſurpriſed to behold, in El- 
mira Raymond, the daughter of 
Mr. George Beauchamp. You too, 
will be ſurpriſed, but it will be an 


en 
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| happy one, I hope, and I ſhall be 
the means of giving you a footing 

in this country, as you de ſired in 
your laſt letter, which was read by 

your father with tears of joy. How 

he. was. preſerved in the Eaſt. 


Indies is a tale too long for me | 


now to relate, or how you was 
diſcovered to be his daughter. 
Suffice it for the preſent to know, 
that you are ſo. I am ſo elevated 
at being able to preſent a parent 


to my friend, that I muſt conclude, 


Hy ee write nqpſcale, 
„Pied Tours, ; 
£41 15 1 LETCESTER: 


p. 55 Bring 
with you ; your father's happiness 
will but be half complete without 


| her. 5 
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Ee my aps: 185 my that: 
[ ſhall very ſoon become a convert 
Ito your opinion, that happineſs is 
not always to 'be found' within the 
arcle of a coronet—.two melan- 
choly inſtances I have lately had to 
the contrary. My daughter's un- 
happy marriage has given me great 
uneaſineſs. Her next choice, for 
| would have her make one, I 
lope will be better than the laſt. 
lan inclined! to make you a pro- 
lal, which I hope you will think: 
friendly one, as I * no other 


i a EF 
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man on earth to whom I would 
offer the ſame. Edmund is the 
heir to your fortune; let him, alſo, 
be the ſame to mine. I do not doubt 
but my daughter is ſenſible of his 
merit and accompliſhments; * and 
will not heſitate, after a proper 
time, to give him her hand; at 
leaſt, let him try to gain her, and 
he has my conſent. Your fortune 
is-not equal to Lady Stanmore's: 
but, what Edmund wants in for- 
tune, he muſt make up in atten - 
tion.— I left my poor girl very me- 
lancholy; but, before this time, 
ſhe will have a croud of lovers no 
doubt. Let me but leave an heit 
to the Oſſory eſtate, and I ſhall di 
in peace. I would; not have my 
name quite extinct, after the pains | 


T have taken to accumulate ſo large 
a for- 
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2 fortune. I defign that my name | 
hall be annexed to the family, you ; 


* 


will not object to that, I hope, but 
humour your old friend, . 


And humble ſervant, 


4 * 


"WILLIAM OSSORY, 


+ _s 
by * 
4 
\ / 
2 FT 
% 3 
[ 
F] 
1 * 
* + 1 F x 
| * 
* | = 
7 8 * : 
a * 4 | Z 
o 
— | 8 
; 2 N | 
T 4 FE + us ; | aq 
i 
. p | 
2 % 
4 
we: 3 | 
* 4 2 
. 
+ 
3-0 > s - Þ 
- 1 3 «& 
** 4 2 » J | 


1 * * F - . 54 
F * * 1 y o | * Fee 
3 | * 
9 1 4 * . 


. 


218 2 FATAL! F OL'LTE'S, 


; J 
* 8 * * 2 oy 17 > i wry" ”F £ 4 $ * . 
45 1 1 ; : 2 1 4 4 8 * 4 
wat 2 ew & © « = 4 % 5 


SONOR BEAUCHAMP, Eh 


: mi y © EET 
2 141 ie 4 
G > 4 S 


0 


EDMUND BEAYCHAMP, EA 


12 E ſincere marks of unfeigned 

joy, which you yeſterday expreſſed 
at my recovery of my daughter, 
whom] thought loſt to me for ever, 
will be always engraven on my 
memory, as it exhibited the ſenti- 
ments of a truly noble mind. 1 
intend to ſhare my fortune betwixt 
you and Elmira, with whom it 
would have given me infinite ſatis- 
faction to have ſeen you united: 
but as you tell me her affections 


Are prevzouſly engaged, . 11 _ it 
| is 


FATAL FALLELES. Gt 
is to a worthy: man the has given 
them, I ſhall not diſputes her 
choice. I have now to diſpoſe of 
you alſo; and as I would conſult 
your future welfare, I ſhall make 
no comment on the incloſed epiſtle 
of my good friend Offary's. - You 

are the beſt judge of what will con- 
ſtitute your, future happineſs. 1 
will not interfere, nor give any opi- 
nion until acquainted with yours. 
expect my daughter and your 
ſiſters in town in a few days. I 
long to fold my Elmira in my arms, 
and, in her, to contemplate the 
image of her excellent parent. I 
read the hiſtory of their ſuffer- 
ings, yeſterday, which was given 
me by Miſs Leiceſter, to whom I 
have the greateſt obligation, and 
a 
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for whom 1 entertain the higheſt 
eſteem. $72 

_ _ Give me your 4 ag 
ſoon as poſſible, as Mr. Oſſory may 
m_ my ſilence an . | 


Yours, agree 


GEORGE BEAUCHANP. 
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LDMUND BEAUCHAu , ER. 
o LEN 


GEORGE BEAUCHAMP, Z 


| RETURN) you Mr. Offory's 
ktter and offer of his daughter and 
fortune : they are both aboye my 
expectations and my wiſhes, which, 
are placed in a much humbler 
ſphere as to fortune, but infinitely 
more elevated as to worth. If I 
durſt hope for your approbation, 
which, knowing ſo well as I do, 

the goodneſs of your diſpoſition, 
1 do not wholly deſpair of obtains 


; 8 ne \ 


* 


4 FATAL" FOLLY ES: 7 

ing, I would inform you that 
Miſs Leiceſter, Sir, is the object 
my tendereft affecrions, and that 
1 have ſome reaſon to hope that I 
am not totally indifferent to her. 
I <ould not, were my heart per- 
fectly free, ever think of Lady 
Stanmore. Had my much la- 
mented friend never united himſelf 
to her, he might have lived a 
 Blifiny to is Friends, and ar or. 


— * 1 2 


In A 


ime for declining what ſome- might 
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ſo eagerly catch at. An alliance 
with the daughter of the fich Mr. 


Offory is a tempting object to ava- 


rice and vanity, but I would ra- 
ther be ſon to the meaneſt pa- 
fant, provided he was an honeſt 
man, with Miſs Leiceſter for my 
wife, than aſcend a throne with 
Lady Stanmore, This, Sir, I fay 
to you, knowing, that were you in 
mx ſituation, you would act on the 


ſame principles, and that you wilt 
forgive me. To offend you would 


give me more pain than I can ex⸗ 
preſs. I am very happy to heat 
that my couſin and ſiſters are ex. 
pected ſo ſoon in Town, and Iam 


certain, that when my friend Gra- 
ham is known to you, I ſhall not 
be found to have exceeded the 
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truth in the char after I an 
given him. 

There is a ſubject of a very ſe. 
rious nature, on which I wiſh to 
converſe with you. It is concern: 
ing the ill conduct of Mrs. Beau. 
champ, with which my poor fa. 
ther is either unacquainted or he 


| wiſhes to put up with the ill 


treatment of this infolent woman, 


rather than bear the reproach of 


his friends. Surely there never 
were two more oppoſite characters 
than my father and yourſelf, It 


would be improper in me to point 


out the difference. I am, dear 
Sir, with the ſincereſt affection, 


Yours, 


EDMUND. BEAU CHAMP. 
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MRS. MAC ALPINE. 
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My dear friend, it is impoſſi- 
ble for me to deſcribe to you the 
uneafineſs and fatigue I have gone 
through for theſe. many months 
pal. The ſudden death of my 
Lord, I dare ſay, ſurpriſed you > . 
but you know his fatal attach- ; 
ment to drinking, to which he | 
fell a ſacrifice. Ever ſince my wi- 
dow-hood commenced, I have a- 
gain been plagued with a number 
ot. ſuitors, but I am in no haſte to 
E 5 des. 
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determine to which of them I ſhall 
give the preference. No ducal co. 
ronet _ been preſented to my 
bition: if it had, I aſſure you, 
that een vanity would ſoon 
have determined my choice. If 
Lindores were ſingle, he would be 
the man. There is one whom! 
will not at preſent mention, to 
whom I am half inclined, and that, 
you know is, with me almoſt a 
decifion. My poor old father, on 
the death of Lord Stanmore, 
wanted to carry me down with 
him to Oſſory Place. The blefling 
of liberty regained had but juſt 
dawned, and I could not think of 
putting myſelf again in the power 
of any man: no, not even of my 
own father. I ſuppoſe he wiſhed to 


carry me with him that he might 
8 make 


make a ſecond choice for me; but 


— — 
* % a £ hd 9 } 
. 2 : * © 


ver do. 


ing on a love affair with Edmund 
zeauchamp? The old fool, his: 
uncle, is as romantic as himſelf 5: 


let him marry her. I am out 
of patience with them all. Lei- 
ceſter has, if poſſible, more con- 
ceit than before. She is much t 
prudiſh for me: I ſhall part "the 
her very ſoon, for I have hardly 
any company that ſhe! will conde- 
lend to mix with. There is that 

girl whom ſhe found in a hovel in 

Scotland! She has, abſolutely, 


s old 
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this, I am ag ee * N ne- 


Do you know,” my ae ory 
that creature, Leiceſter, is carry- 
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old: Eaſt-· Indian Beauch amp. that 

the is his daughter. The other 
day he waited on me, and, as he 
was the friend of my father, I was 
obliged to. fit for more than an 
hour whilſt he was giving me good 
advice as he called it. I thought 
it abſolute impertinence, and would 
have told him fo, but for the rea 
fon I before gave you. Pray how 
go you and your ſpouſe on? I an 
very: forry, now, in the preſent 
ſituation of affairs, that you mar- 
ned Macalpine; though, to be 
fare, the creature has money 
more too than any match you 
might have made in this country. 
Vou muſt gain an aſcendency over 
him and keep it. If he contradicts 
you, threaten him with complain- 
. 1 ing 
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ing to me of his ill treatment. 
This will reſtrain him a little. 
Never yield to him even. in trifles:: 
if you do, he will claim authority 
in matters of moment, | 

If it had not been for Mrs. 
Beauchamp,. I actually believe, 
I ſhould have died at the time 
my Lord: did : for Leiceſter did 
nothing but weep and. wail for 

a month. She thought, I ſup- 
ep that it became her to do- 
ſo, that there was ſomething 
graceful in it, and that it would 
recommend her to the male 
_ creatures. She remonſtrated vio- 
lently againſt my receiving a few 
private friends during the courſe: 
of the firſt fortnight... I took 
* awn way, however, then, 
and 


* 
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and ever ſince has 1 never 8 
preſumed to offer any Advice. 
all hear ſoon again from 
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Groſrenor Square, | 


Lok you had an agreeable 
journey, and that you found your 
ſiſter and couſin well. You have 
been informed of Elmira's being 


your relation before this will reach 


your hand; and, I am ſure, an acs 


quaintance with her, will make 


you love her dearly. I was ſo re- 
joiced, when I wrote to inform her 
bf the diſcovery of her parent, that! 
tear, I did it too precipitately. The 
particulars I could not then relate: 
take them now as they happened. 
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PAT AL FOLLIES.. 
| A few days after your departure 
for Scotland, your uncle came to 
wait om Lady Stanmore. It was 
impoſſible for her to avoid him, 
or, I believe, that ſhe would have 
done ſa. I was preſent, and had, 
on my arm, the picture of Elmira. 
Mr. Beauchamp ſat near me. I ſaw 
him look frequently at the picture; 
and, on her Ladyſhip's leaving the 
room for a few moments, he ſaid, 
Have you, Miſs Leiceſter, any 
friends in the Eaſt, for I ſee that 
picture 3 is dreſſed according to the 
manner of the Ladies of that 
country ? May I be permitted to 
aſk a nearer ſight of it? I took it 
off, and gave it into his hand. T 
clearly ſaw that it threw him into 
great agitation 3 and aſked him, if 
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FATAL FOLLIES. 233 
was intended as a likeneſs? Yes, 
my good young Lady, ſaid he, 1 

did know a face which nearly re- 
ſembled the one I now hold in my 
hand; and were I not aſſured that 
the mercileſs deep had robbed me 
of all my foul held dear, I ſhould 
fay, this was her child's picture. 
If her name was Raymond, 1 re- 
plied, it is her picture. He ſtood 
motionleſs with aſtoniſhment, Gra- 
cious God! ſaid he, is my wife 
and child ſtill living, tell me in- 
ſtantly, where they are that 1 
may fly to them. I was obliged to 
tell him, that Elmira only ſur- 
vived to bleſs him. It is impoſſible 
for me to deſcribe the tranſports 
he expreſſed, on my aſſurance that 
tis lovely daughter was ſafe, and 


war the n of a lady of 
conſe- 
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en £4 burgh. I gave 
him tſie hiſtory of their lives after 
he left them, which you lent me 
to he to Lady Stanmore. With 
this, he inſtantly went home, ex- 
preſhng tlie utmoſt gratitude to 
me, for being the means of re- 
| ſtoring his child. I hear that El. 
mira is greatly eſteemed by Lady 
Eindores, and that Mr. Graham 
-nobly offered her his hand, altho' 
the did not know to whom ſhe be- 
longed. She will be able to reward 
Bis generoſity with an ample for- 
(une, You will wonder, when | 
fay, that I am glad your brother 
has got a partner to ſhare the large 
fortune of your uncle. It brings 
him nearer on a level with myſelf; 
and, I have a fatal inſtance befxc 


26 to prove how very inefficacious 
bs nba riches | 
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riches are to the at tair ient of hap- 
pineſs. Lady Stanmore's whole 
time is now ſpent in receiving and 
returning viſits. Lord Landores is 
almoſt conſtantly here: Sir } 


conſtant flattery, has rendered hims 
ſelf a con ſtant — and always 


ne, the other day, nt ſort of a 


huſband I thought Sir John would 


f queſtion which it was impoſſible 


for me to anſwer; and, Iexpreſſed 


my hopes, that ſhe never meant 


to make the trial. Tt is impoſlible 
for me to tell, Leiceſter; faid: ſhe, 
vhether I ſhall or not: women 
take firange caprices. It would be 
indeed, replied I, if your 
: Ladyihip 
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Seabright too attends her Lady- 
mip like her ſhadow; and, by 5 
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Ladyſhip, knowing the character 
of Sir John as well as. you do, 
| ſhould think of making him maſter 


of your fortune. He is very hand, 
fome, is he not? ſaid Lady Stan- 


more.—Some company, juſt then WM .1 
entering, relieved me from a diſa - 5 
greeable converſation, 1 hardy Wil h 
think it poſſible that ſhe could be WI 
ſerious when ſhe talked of —_ th 
ing ſueh a reptile. : 4 
I, this morning, had a viſit from I 
Mr. Seymour. He is quite ano. Wl |; 
ther creature ; quite lively and „ 
gay. His viſit was intended for u 
Lady Stanmore, but ſhe being gone Wl 
to a rehearſal of a new opera, he WM 

_ fat half an hour with me, the q 


whole of which was ſpent in talk- 
ing of a certain fiſter of yours. 


You may tell her, that I am te. 
| tained 


8 
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tzined in the intereſt of Mr. Sey- 

mour, though I hope ſhe will not 
put me to the neceſſity of pleading 
for him, but generouſly grant his 
ſuit. I yeſterday, at dinner, actu- 

ally faw Sir John Seabright wear 
on his fingera diamond ring, which 
had been preſented to Lady Stan- 
more by his Lordſhip the day after 
their marriage. I long ardently for 
the arrival of Lady Harley, as IT 
mall beg her protection for ſome 


main in this houſe no longer than 
until the arrives. All the old and 
faithful domeſtics that lived with 
Lord Stanmore have voluntary 
quitted her Ladyſhip' 8 inn 


Adieu! 1 


Vours Giacerely, 


MATILDA LEICESTER. 


little time, being determined to re- 
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5 O are. a romantic young 


rogue, Edraund, to. refuſe a fine 


Lady, and a: finer fortune. But, 
to lay aſide the tone of banter, 
to which I am not much uſed, [ 
do not blame you. On the con- 
trary, 1 applaud your virtue and 


vou. You. have my conſent to 
love and marry her alſo, if ſhe wil 
truſt her heart with, you. The 
half of my fortune is yours, and 


may it be e of more feli- 
city 


* * 
* + > 
” . 


conſtancy, and think the girl of 
your choice alone deſerving of 


FATAL FOLLTES 239 
dty to you and Elmira than it 


erer was to me! Had I not been 
called away by my duty from her 
excellent mother, I had experi- 
enced more happineſs than is uſu- 
ally the lot of man: but Heaven 
ordered it otherwiſe, and I muſt 
patiently ſubmit. 5 
J ſhall fend for your father ; 


and, I doubt not, but he will con- 


cur with me in his conſent to your 
choice of a wife, when he reflects 


what miſchief he has been the oc- 


caſion of in forcing your ſiſter to 
retrieve the effects of his vices, by a 
ſacrifice of all that was dear to 
her. I ſhall ſpeak to Conſtantia 


in favour of your friend, and her 


lover Seymour. He is deſerving 
of her, as ſhe is worthy of him. I 


I intend to become a match- maker 


in 
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in my old age; and, ſince I can 
not be happy myſelf, I will ende 
vour to make others ſo. This h 
all old people are good for. I ſhal! 
ſtand godfather to your firſt long q 
and in the mean time, N 
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Am ſincerely, yours, 


G. BEAUCHAMP, 
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